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Hiroshima, Japan, August 3, 2013. Mayor Kazumi Matsui of Hiroshima 
opens the  8th General Conference of Mayors for Peace. (Credit: Mayors 
for Peace)
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London, UK, March 2014. 
Norwegian mayors joined fellow 
countrymen of the Bike for Peace 
organization during the first stretch 
of an 'Around the World in Ninety 
Days' Tour. They were given a big 
send off in Manchester and a warm 
welcome in London. From left to 
right are Mayors Svein Arne Jerstad 
(Kvinesdal), Ann Fjerdingstad (Ovre 
Eiker), Tom Ole Guse (Forsand), 
Kaare Preben Hegland (Kragero) 
and Thore Vestby (Frogn), who is a 
Vice President of Mayors for Peace. 
(Credit: Thore Vestby)
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The centennial of the last centu-

ry’s first ‘great’ war will soon be 

upon us.  My city, which hosts 

the headquarters of the 2020 Vision 

Campaign, has much  to remember.  

Indeed, we do so every day at Menin 

Gate with the Last Post ceremony.  Of 

particular significance to the world as 

a whole is the day when poison gas was 

first used, with horrible consequences, 

in the Ypres Salient on 22 April 1915.  

On that date in 2015, we will mark 

the beginning of a century of weapons of mass destruction.  

We believe that a hundred years of living dangerously is 

more than enough.  The international cities conference that 

we are planning for 22-24 April will occur the week before 

the opening of the 2015 NPT Review Conference.  You can 

count on it sending a strong message to the diplomats in 

New York that they must finish the job of banning WMD by 

outlawing nuclear weapons.

The NPT review process, which the 2020 Vision Campaign 

has been closely tracking since 2004, faces a moment of 

truth.  Will its five-year cycle continue going in circles, or 

will it expand to embrace two new, promising processes – 

both welcomed and indeed promoted by Mayors for Peace 

and its civil society allies?  

1. A process outside the United Nations that aims to legally 
proscribe nuclear arms;

2. A process within the United Nations for the total elimination 
of nuclear arms.

Will the States Parties be guided by the good faith called 

for in Article VI of the NPT and engage in these two new 

processes?  So far, the performance is very uneven.  The five 

“nuclear-weapon States” recognized by the NPT actually 

have gone so far as to collectively boycott meetings with the 

other nations of the world and have sent low-level represen-

tatives to the 26 September High-Level Meeting of the UN 

General Assembly.   The US Conference of Mayors, initiated 

by our member mayors in the United 

States, directly called for an end to this 

bad faith on the part of their national 

government.  In 2014, we should see a 

similar “Good Faith Challenge” in the 

other nuclear armed States and their 

allies.

Here in Belgium we are also preparing 

for the arrival of the Peace Boat in 

2015 as a part of the “I was her age.” 

Project.  We hope to be among the half 

dozen or so countries that will have 

the honor of giving a special welcome to the Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki child-survivors of 1945.  Their message of the 

indiscriminate massacre of innocents should touch parents 

worldwide and help to solidify public opinion against this 

weapon of most terrible of all  mass destruction.   

Finally, under the leadership of my predecessor, Luc Deha-

ene, 2020 Vision Campaign membership drives more than 

quadrupled the membership of Mayors for Peace.  We are 

now aiming to match that geographic breadth with a tem-

poral breadth: a peace activity on every day of the year in 

at least one of our member cities.  Is your city on the Cities’ 

World Peace Calendar?  Two weeks on the calendar will be 

set aside for coordinated international activities, 4-10 Au-

gust – incorporating the anniversaries of the bombings of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki – and 20-26 September – incorpo-

rating the International Day of Peace and the new UN Day 

for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons.  Let’s make 

peace around the world, around the clock!

Jan durnez

Mayor of ypres

ChairMan of the 2020 VC Board

Preface
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Formally launched in November 
2003 at the 2nd Nagasaki World 
Citizens’ Assembly, 2013 marked 

the tenth anniversary of the 2020 
Vision Campaign.  While it would have 
been gratifying to be able to record 
significant progress toward the 2020 
Vision [see box with description of 
2020V] earlier in the Campaign, this 
decade of persistent effort has now 
been rewarded by several major mile-
stones:

1. The humanitarian impact of 
nuclear war garnered ever wider 
attention with ultimately 125 
countries issuing a joint statement 
that nuclear weapons should not 
be used under any circumstances.

2. The Geneva community of disar-
mament diplomats circumvented 
the 15-year deadlock in the Con-
ference on Disarmament.  In five 
weeks of focused effort, the UN-
mandated Open-Ended Working 
Group produced a valuable report 
on taking forward multilateral nu-
clear disarmament negotiations.

3. The UN General Assembly (UNGA) 
held its first ever High-Level 
Meeting on nuclear disarmament.  
This, together with the above men-
tioned report, provided impetus 
for a follow-on decision by the 
UNGA  to schedule a High Level 
Conference on nuclear disarma-
ment for 2018, also a first.

For a more detailed account of the first 
ten years of the Campaign and these 
outcomes, please see the presentation 
made on 4 August 2013 to the eighth 
quadrennial General Conference of 
Mayors for Peace (GC) in Hiroshima, 
now available in video and booklet.

In the promotion of each of these 
initia-tives, Mayors for Peace had 
important allies.  The International 
Campaign Against Nuclear Weapons 
(ICAN) led the humanitarian effort, 
with Norwegian and Mexican diplo-
mats playing a particularly prominent 
intergovernmental role.  Parliamen-
tarians for Nuclear Nonproliferation 
and Disarmament (PNND) were the 
most active lobbyists at the OEWG in 

International Campaigning
2013: A year of historic milestones
2014: Setting the stage for the new milestones in 2015

New York, USA, 
September 29, 
2013. From left to 
right: Mr. Komizo 
(Mayors for Peace 
Secretary General),  
Yoko Miyamoto 
(Mayors for Peace 
Secretariat) and 
Aaron Tovish (Inter-
national Director of 
the 2020 VC) at the 
High Level Meeting 
in New York. (Credit: 
Mayors for Peace)
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Geneva, while Austria and Costa Rica 
played prominent diplomatic roles.  
Mayors for Peace got the ball rolling 
at the United Nations on the high-
level conference idea back in 2011 
(see our 2012 Progress Report); but 
it was Indonesia and Iran who led the 
Non-Aligned Movement’s initiative for 
the UN General Assembly's follow-on 
decision.

Our tenth year was also devoted to de-
veloping proposals for the considera-
tion of the Eighth General Conference.   
Four proposals were forwarded by the 
General Meeting of the 2020 Vision 
Campaign to the Executive Conference 
of Mayors for Peace, which endorsed 
and forwarded them to the GC.  All 
four were adopted.  All of the projects 
will culminate in major developments 
in the April-October 2015 period:

1. The Ypres 100 Project will hold 
an international meeting of cities 
commemorating the first use of 
weapons of mass destruction 

Geneva, Switzerland, April 23, 2013. 
Reception hosted by the city of Geneva 
during the NPT. From left to right: Mayor 
Taue (Nagasaki), Mayor Pagani (Geneva), 
Mayor Matsui (Hiroshima), Mr. Michel Cibot 
(Malakoff). (Credit: 2020VC Secretariat)

When the Executive Conference met in 
September 2003 in Manchester, England, 
to discuss an emergency campaign to ban 
nuclear weapons, it was decided to select a 
timeframe which was ambitious but realiza-
ble.  In the years following the fall of the Cold 
War’s “Iron Curtain”, nuclear weapons were 
being dismantled at a healthy clip by the 
United States and Russia.  The US figures de-
monstrated that zero US nuclear arms could 
be achieved by 2018, simply by sustaining 
that rate.  Since the situation in Russia was 
less well known, the Executive Conference 
selected 2020 as the target date for the 
elimination of all nuclear weapons.   This was 
the original 2020 Vision.

Unfortunately, under the Bush Administra-
tion (2001-2008), more effort went into 
refurbishing nuclear weapons than into 
dismantling them.  Dismantlement rates 
under the Obama Administration have not 
yet returned to pre-Bush rates.  Rather than 
investing in greater dismantlement capacity, 
both the US and Russia are currently building 
new nuclear weapons, as well as delivery 
vehicles and launch platforms.  As a result 
of these developments, the United States is 
no longer capable of  eliminating its entire 
nuclear arsenal by 2020.  The same, most 
probably, holds true for Russia.

As well as time lost on elimination, the time 
needed to properly establish a nuclear 
weapon free world has been squandered.  
Negotiations that ought to have begun in 
2005 have yet to commence.  Fortunately, 
with the UN High Level Conference on 
establishing a nuclear weapon free world 
set for 2018, an end to the delays is in sight.  

If the intervening years can be effectively 
utilized, that Conference could launch the 
final set of negotiations on all of the neces-
sary measures for establishing a NWFW.   A 
framework agreement could be concluded 
and signed in 2019, with some of the key 
initial measures – such as a ban on the threat 
or use of nuclear weapons – entering into 
force as early as 2020.  

Perhaps the Executive Conference of Mayors 
for Peace should consider adopting this 
as our updated 2020 Vision.  By 2020, the 
world should be firmly on track to ridding 
itself of its nuclear arsenals.  Prior to such 
negotiations being concluded, it is hard to 
foretell what the agreed target date for total 
elimination will be, but it ought to be well 
before 2030.

If this 'updated' 2020 Vision is achieved, 
campaigning after 2020 will consist largely 
of convincing governments to ratify the 
agreements that they have signed and to 
implement them in good faith.  As such, 
these efforts would require close coordina-
tion with the members of parliament who 
are responsible for treaty ratification and 
for allocating funds for implementation.  In 
anticipation of this, Mayors for Peace already 
cooperates with PNND and the Inter-Parlia-
mentary Union.  The implementation process 
will be considerably less expensive than 
maintaining the nuclear arsenals, allowing 
for immense resources to be redirected 
toward such priority human needs as urban 
development.

Aaron Tovish
Campaign Director

the 2020 Vision – time for an update?
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under the banners: “A century of WMDs: Enough!” 
and “Cities are not targets!”  On this occasion, the first 
installment of a comprehensive historical review docu-
menting the scourge of war inflicted upon cities will be 
released to the public. 

2. The Cities’ World Peace Calendar will be publicly 
launched with the Mayors for Peace flag being passed 
(through cyberspace) day-by-day, city-to-city, linking 

up peace promotion activities worldwide.  Before the 
end of 2015 the aim is to have at least one city taking 
responsibility for each day of the year.

3. The “I was her age.” Project will set sail with Peace Boat 
and a group of survivors from Hiroshima and Nagasa-
ki who were just  children in 1945. As they circle the 
globe, they will be hosted by Mayors for Peace cities. At 
a special ceremony in each city, parents, accompanied 
by their young children, will be brought together with 
survivors who, in 1945, were also just children. A docu-
mentary of the around-the-world voyage will be ready 
for broadcast on the 70th anniversary of the bombings.

4. The Good Faith Challenge Project will work to ensure 
that the momentum generated in 2013 is further incre-
ased in 2014 and 2015.  In particular, the 2014 UNGA 
should address the illegality of nuclear weapon use, and 
the 2015 UNGA needs to establish a preparatory pro-
cess for the 2018 UN High Level Conference.  Mayors 
for Peace will also send delegations to the final prepara-
tory meeting for the 2015 NPT Review Conference and 
monitor the Conference on Disarmament.

Fuller descriptions of these projects can be found on our 
website (www.2020visioncampaign.org) and in the GC  pre-
sentation booklet.  It bears repeating that none of the above 
will come to fruition without close cooperation with civil 
society and farsighted governments.  This method of work is 
described in the soon to be published “Think Big!” booklet. 

The key to gaining such cooperation is the activism of our 
member cities.  There is a potential role for each and every 
one of the 5800-plus members in at least one of these four 
projects.  The Ypres Secretariat stands ready to help each 
member city find the best way for it to contribute to the 
2020 Vision Campaign.  When our network is growing and 
active, others are keen to cooperate with us.

In 2015, the 2020 Vision Campaign’s General Meeting will 
forward a further set of proposals to the Executive Confe-
rence of Mayors for Peace.  If the current set of projects is 
successfully carried out, the "updated" 2020 Vision (see box 
p.5) will be within reach.

Donostia/San Sebastian, Spain, October 10, 2013. Aaron Tovish speaks 
at the meeting of Cities Destroyed by War in Europe. (Credit: City of 
Donostia/San Sebastian)
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Membership Development

We surpassed in April 2014 the 
6000 cities milestone. 2013 was 
another great year for member-

ship growth, even though no international 
membership drives were organised. Over 
150 countries are now represented by 
member cities.  

Mayors for Peace would like to welcome 
all the new member cities and thank them 
for joining the cause of nuclear weapons 
abolition. 

We must note here that, unlike previous 
2020 Vision Campaign Progress Reports, 
there is less focus on membership num-
bers, globally and locally. While the 2020 
Vision Campaign Secretariat continues to 
support national membership drives by 
member cities and takes up the issue of 
membership with all nonmember cities 
it makes contact with, the Ypres Secre-
tariat is now taking a secondary role on 
membership recruitment to the Hiroshi-
ma Secretariat. This is in line with the 
current policy of emphasizing membership 

quality over quantity. The Cities Word 
Peace Calendar, for which the 2020 Vision 
Campaign is primarily responsible, is good 

example of this shift in emphasis. Please 
see the Mayors for Peace progress report 
for details on membership growth.

membership growth by year

Geneva, Switzerland, April 23, 2013. Mayors meeting before the General Meeting in Geneva. 
(Credit: Mayors for Peace)
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AsiA

  india

Mr. Yasuyoshi Komizo, the Secretary 
General of the Hiroshima Peace Culture 
Foundation, has expressed his willingness 
to be present for the installation of the 
Flame of Peace and the planting of the 
atomic bomb survival tree saplings. The 
city of Cochin would be honoured to have 
Mr. Komizo serve as its chief guest at 
these prestigious ceremonies. The Mayor’s 
office in Cochin is in constant contact with 
the Secretariat to confirm the arrival of 
Mr. Komizo, in order to plan the event in 
advance. Mayor Chammani of Cochin is 
also very active in the Mayors for Peace 
2020 Vision Campaign.

On November 13, Mayors for Peace 2020 

Vision Campaigner Dr. Thomas Mathew 
met with the Honorary Mayor of Cochin, 
Mr. Tony Chammani, in the Mayor’s 
Chamber. Resulting from that meeting, 
the city of Cochin has also promised its 
complete support to welcome the Peace 
Boat at Cochin, as a part of the World Tour 
of Atomic Bomb Child-Survivors. The Boat 
will reach Cochin from Yokohama on April 
25, 2015. Cochin has also expressed its 
interest to be a part of the documentary 
“I Was Her Age”, which features the world 
tour of the Hibakusha. The documentary 
will be broadcast on international networ-
ks and media from August 6 to August 9, 
2015, during the 70th anniversary of the 
1945 atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki.

On December 4 in Thiruvananthapuram, 
the Capital of Kerala State, Dr. Mathew 
also held a meeting with Mr. Mathew 
P.T., at Thiruvananthapuram, the Pre-
sident of the Kerala association of local 
governments.  Kerala Grama Panchayath 
Association (KGPA) is a system formed un-

der the Kerala Government. Kerala State 
has 978 Grama Panchayaths (Local Self 
Government-Cities).

The Association has expressed its interest 
to join Mayors for Peace, after the matter 
was discussed at the Board one week after 
the meeting. The final decision will be 
taken after receiving the formal approval 
of the Executive committee. 

Communication with more than 100 local 
cities to plant Aogiri (Survival tree) Sa-
plings has been completed at the prelimi-
nary level. Further arrangements to plant 
and preserve saplings will be coordinated, 
upon their arrival.

  iran

Membership recruitment has received 
priority attention in Iran in 2013-14.  It 
has been coordinated out of the Mayors for 
Peace office in the Tehran Peace Museum 
and operates under the supervision of 
the Hiroshima Secretariat.  Within Iran, 
it is supported by the Mayor of Tehran, 
Mr. Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, who is 
himself a member of the Mayors for Peace 
movement.

Recently, we have welcomed a new 
volunteer to the Iranian secretariat, Mr. 
Mohammad Rezaei.  A war veteran from 
the Iran-Iraq war and a victim of the hor-
rors of chemical weapons and land mines, 
he has brought a great deal of energy and 
experience to the Mayors for Peace mo-
vement. Thanks to his persistent efforts, 
many Iranian mayors have joined Mayors 
for Peace.

In addition, several activities have been 
organized to raise awareness concerning 
nuclear weapons and to emphasize the im-
portance of nuclear abolition. These activi-
ties have included a seminar, workshops, 

Activities

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India, December 4, 2013. Dr. Thomas Mathew meeting with Mr. 
Mathew P.T. at the State Panchayath Bhavan, Thiruvananthapuram discussing the possibilities to 
work together. (Credit: Thomas Mathew)
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and the distribution of informative leaflets 
and brochures.

This year, the Iranian branch of Mayors for 
Peace is planning to organise a national 
seminar for the mayors of Iranian member 
cities, in order to discuss programs targe-
ting public knowledge of the humanitarian 
consequences of nuclear weapons and 
other weapons of mass destruction, the 
promotion of peace culture, and support of 
the 2020 Vision Campaign.

The Tehran Peace Museum was founded by 
the NGO Society for Chemical Weapons 
Victims Support, and it is a member of the 
international network of Museums for 
Peace.

  Japan

In Japan, 144 municipalities joined Mayors 
for Peace during the year of 2013, raising 
the total membership by the end of the 
year to 1,392 cities, which accounts for 
79.9% of all municipalities in Japan. 

In January, the second Meeting of Mayors 
for Peace Japanese Member Cities was held 
in Nagasaki, with the aim of enhancing 
initiatives of Mayors for Peace in Japan. 
The meeting was attended by 62 people 
from 49 municipalities across Japan, of 
which 20 were heads of municipal go-
vernments. The meeting featured a lively 
exchange of opinions concerning future 
Mayors for Peace activities in Japan and 
the introduction of an annual membership 
fee. A final report was adopted, which in-
cluded approval for the change of wording 
in the Japanese name of Mayors for Peace 
to clarify that the leaders of smaller cities 
are also full members.  

In April, the Mayors for Peace delegation 
from eight member cities participated in 
the second Preparatory Committee Mee-
ting for the NPT Review Conference held 

in Geneva, Switzerland. Mayor Kazumi 
Matsui of Hiroshima and Mayor Tomihisa 
Taue of Nagasaki each delivered a speech 
at the NGO presentation, insisting to go-
vernment representatives on the inhuma-
nity of nuclear weapons and the demand 
for further efforts towards the early 
realization of a nuclear weapons conven-
tion. The delegation also submitted to the 
Chairman of the Preparatory Committee 
Meeting a certificate representing appro-
ximately 260,000 signatures collected 
during the petition drive, which called 
for the launch of the negotiation on a 
nuclear weapons convention. Further, the 
two Mayors met with Ambassador Mari 
Amano, Head of the Delegation of Japan to 
the Conference on Disarmament; Director-
General Kassym-Jomart Tokayev of the 
UN Office at Geneva; Ambassador Fred 
Tanner, Director of the Geneva Centre for 
Security Policy; Vice-President Christine 
Beerli of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross; and Ms. Angela Kane, UN 
High Representative for Disarmament 
Affairs.  At the Preparatory Committee 
venue, the delegation met with many other 
government representatives, requesting 
their greater efforts to accomplish the 
abolition of nuclear weapons as early as 
possible.

From August 3-6, the 8th General Confe-
rence of Mayors for Peace took place in 
Hiroshima under the keynote theme of 
“Toward a World without Nuclear Wea-
pons—Conveying the ‘Spirit of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki’ to the World” with 305 par-

ticipants from 157 cities in 18 countries, 
governments, and NGOs around the world. 
The General Conference approved the “Ma-
yors for Peace Action Plan” (2013-2017), 
including the four 2020 Vision Campaign 
projects.  In closing, the Hiroshima Appeal 
was adopted. 

To coincide with the General Conference, 
the third Meeting of Mayors for Peace 
Japanese Member Cities was also held 
on August 5 with 107 attendees from 67 
municipalities in Japan, of which 34 were 
heads of local governments. The meeting 
concluded with the adoption of a final re-
port, along with the approval that Hiroshi-
ma City will be appointed as the lead city 
in Japan and that the domain covered by 
its regional chapter will be inside of Japan.

In early September, based on the decision 
made at the third Meeting of Mayors for 
Peace Japanese Member Cities, President 
Matsui met with Foreign Minister Kishi-
da, in order to deliver a letter to Prime 
Minister Abe, requesting that he promote 
efforts towards the early realization of a 
nuclear weapons convention, along with 
the Hiroshima Appeal.  Secretary General 
Komizo of Mayors for Peace visited some 
member cities in European countries in 
September as well as those in Thailand 
and Australia in November to request for 
becoming a lead city in accordance with 
the Mayors for Peace Action Plan approved 
at the general conference. Each city show-
ed a very positive response and the three 
mayors of Manchester, the UK; Malakoff, 

Hiroshima, Japan, August 5, 2013. The American film director, Oliver Stone addressing the 8th 
General Conference of Mayors for Peace in Hiroshima. (Credit: 2020 VC Secretariat)
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France; and Granollers, Spain agreed to 
sign the letter of acceptance there and 
then.

On September 21, a commemorative 
ceremony was held in the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Park in celebration of 
the UN-designated International Day of 
Peace. Approximately 30 people attended 
the ceremony, including Mayors for Peace 
President Matsui, high school students 
from Hiroshima, and representatives 
from groups of atomic bomb victims and 
another private organisation. They displa-
yed a Mayors for Peace banner declaring 
“Abolition of Nuclear Weapons by 2020!” 
and observed a minute of silence. Member 
cities had been invited to organise their 
own ceremonies and, as a result, approxi-
mately 40 municipalities across the world 
joined the celebration. 

Mayors for Peace participated in a side 
event at the Red Cross Red Crescent Sta-
tutory Meetings held in Sydney, Australia 
in November, where they exhibited the 
Atomic Bombings Posters and conducted a 
petition drive calling for the launch of the 
negotiation for a nuclear weapons conven-
tion. The exhibition received approxima-
tely 500 visitors, including the Red Cross 
Red Crescent staff and representatives.

Throughout the year, Mayors for Peace 
Japan continued collecting signatures in 
support of the petition calling for a nuclear 
weapons convention. During the year 
2013, 287,312 signatures were collected, 
and, as mentioned, a portion of those 
signatures was submitted to the United 
Nations in April. The Atomic Bombings Po-
ster Exhibition was held in nearly 50 cities 
around the world.

EuropE

  belgium

Since becoming the host of the Campaign 
Secretariat in 2006, Belgium has played a 
crucial role in working toward the achie-
vement of the goals of the 2020 Vision 
Campaign. 

With more than 70% of all Belgian cities 
and communities serving as member cities 
of Mayors for Peace, Belgium holds one of 
the largest percentages of member cities 
among all countries.  After Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, Belgium also contributes the 
highest level of donations to the Campaign 
–  over 30,000 euros, more than one third 
of the total. An important factor allowing 
for such significant contributions is the 
ability of the Campaign Secretariat to keep 
in close communication with Belgian ma-
yors and other local contacts. We do hope 
that the Campaign will continue to be able 
to count on Belgium’s contributions and 
efforts in the upcoming years. 

Along with Ypres, where the Campaign 
Secretariat is based, Belgium has two 
additional leading cities, Brussels and 
Bastogne, which are great assets for the 
Campaign. 

Working with the Campaign Secretariat, 
the city of Ypres organised a national art 
project called “Nucle-Art”. Member cities 

were asked to select one or more artists 
to create a piece of art based on war, the 
threat of war, or other issues addressed 
by Mayors for Peace. In total, 32 cities 
participated and 59 artists were featured 
in the project. After each city presented 
the local work to its own citizens, all of the 
art pieces were presented in an exhibition 
consisting of more than 90 pieces, inclu-
ding over 60 paintings and 30 sculptures. 
From mid-May until the end of July, the 
Nucle-Art exhibition was featured in the 
Belgian cities of Ypres, Neerpelt, Bastogne, 
and Middelkerke.  The art work was for 
sale, and a part of the profits was donated 
to the 2020 Vision Campaign. This project 
was organised by Filip Deheegher, the Tre-
asurer of the Campaign Association. 

In October, several Belgian Mayors for 
Peace attended the “Time to Go” de-
monstration in Brussels to demand the 
immediate removal of all nuclear weapons 
from Belgium. The rally was a success given 
its positive reception by various national 
newspapers, and it can be seen as a hopeful 
beginning for Mayors for Peace efforts in 
Belgium. 

In 2013, the city of Ypres began to organi-
se the international cities conference to be 
hosted in April 2015, which will function 
as a part of the 100-year commemoration 
of the Great War. This work will intensify 
in 2014.. 

  Croatia

2013 was a very busy year for Mayors for 
Peace in the executive city of Biograd na 

Brussels, Belgium, October 20, 2013. A delegation of Belgian Mayors led by the mayor of Ypres, 
Jan Durnez, at the ‘Time to Go’ Rally in Brussels. (Credit: Filip Deheegher)
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Moru. At the beginning of the year, Ja-
sminka Bajlo from Biograd and Mayor Tho-
re Vestby from Frogn, Norway represented 
Mayors for Peace at the 25th anniversary of 
the genocide in Halabja, Iraq. The ceremo-
ny was held in honour of the thousands of 
Iraqi civilians who had perished from the 
chemical attack in March 1988. It was a 
monumental event, with more than 10,000 
representatives from governments and 
NGOs around the world in attendance. The 
ceremony also served as an opportunity 
to network and strengthen relations with 
people from many different countries 
who are currently working toward nuclear 
disarmament. 

Before the visit to Iraq, Biograd had 
started the initiative of organising the 
atomic bomb exhibition in Croatia. The 
city of Zagreb, which is the capital of 

Croatia and a Mayors for Peace member 
city, agreed to hold the exhibition. Mrs. 
Chizuko Kawamura, from the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial Museum, came to Croatia 
to see where the exhibitions would be 
released, visiting both Zagreb and Biograd. 
Once the arrangements were finalised, the 
panels and posters for the exhibition were 
translated into the Croatian language. The 
exhibition was held in Zagreb and Biograd 
from September through December. 

The exhibition, entitled “A-Bomb: Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki”, utilises posters, 
photographs, and drawings to display the 
destructive consequences of the 1945 ato-
mic bombings in order to expose the suffe-
ring endured by the victims in Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. The exhibitions served as 
a reminder to the people of Croatia of the 
tragedy and destruction created by war.

The exhibition in Zagreb was opened by 
the Mayor of Zagreb, Mr. Milan Bandić. 
The guest hibakusha from Japan, Mr. 
Takashi Teramoto, provided testimony on 
his experiences from the War, and on his 
sufferings and his survival. He gave three 
testimonies in total, and was invited to 
speak on the Croatian National Television. 

In Biograd, the exhibition was opened by 
the city’s Mayor, Mr. Ivan Knez, at the 
Homeland Museum of Biograd na Moru. 
Mr. Takashi Teramoto travelled from 
Zagreb to Biograd, where he gave two 
further speeches on his experiences and 
sufferings during the War and after the 
atomic bombing. The exhibition’s panels 
remained in Biograd until they were later 
shown in other cities of Croatia, including 
Vukovar, which was hit particularly hard 
by the scourge of war during the breakup 
of Yugoslavia. 

Representatives of Biograd na Moru were 
present at the Executive Conference of Ma-
yors for Peace in Geneva in April, as well 
as at the General Meeting in Hiroshima 
on August 6. Many Mayors for Peace cities 
visited Biograd on August 6 for its annual 
memorial ceremony of the atomic bombing 
in Hiroshima.

  franCe

In France, Mayors for Peace maintained 
a steady growth throughout 2013, with 
six new cities joining the organisation 
through its French chapter, Association 
Française des Communes, Départements 
et Régions pour la Paix (AFCDRP)-Mayors 
for Peace France. By joining Mayors for 
Peace, member cities commit to protesting 
against nuclear weapons, as well as setting 
up a Local Program of Action for a Culture 
of Peace, in order to promote a culture of 
peace during the entire year. AFCDRP-Ma-
yors for Peace France helps member cities 

Ieper/Neerpelt/Bastogne/Middelkerke, Belgium, 2013. Piece of Art from the Nucle-Art exhibition 
held in 4 Belgian Cities. (Credit: 2020 VC Secretariat)
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in this process by providing the necessary 
documentation, contacts, and training, 
and by publicizing their initiatives among 
other member cities. By setting up such 
programs, the advancement of peace 
culture becomes a component of the daily 
work of cities, while the International 
Day of Peace on September 21 remains a 
highlight of the year. In 2013, both old and 
new member cities continued the tradition 
of hosting events for this very special day. 
In some of the events, activities can persist 
for an entire month.  

Representatives of Malakoff, the Vice-
President city of Mayors for Peace, joined 
the Mayors for Peace delegation at the 
PrepCom in Geneva and participated in the 
8th General Conference of Mayors for Peace 
in Hiroshima, along with seven other 
French cities. In October, the former Gene-
ral Manager of Malakoff and General Dele-
gate of AFCDRP-Mayors for Peace France, 
Mr. Michel Cibot, represented the Mayor 
of Malakoff and Vice-President of Mayors 
for Peace, Ms. Catherine Margate, during 
the Conference “Building Peace From The 
Local Level”. The Conference, which was 
organised by the city of Donostia, featured 
a presentation by Mr. Cibot about Mayors 
for Peace and its activities worldwide.

Another important event of 2013 was the 
first Mediterranean Conference of Cities 
for Peace in the Mediterranean, hosted 
by AFCDRP-Mayors for Peace France 

President city, Aubagne, and co-organised 
by the cities of Granollers and Biograd na 
moru (see box p.14).

AFCDRP-Mayors for Peace France deve-
loped a close cooperation with members 
of the organisation ICAN (International 
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons) in 
France. In this context, AFCDRP-Mayors 
for Peace France co-wrote an op-ed in the 
French Huffington Post, published on the 
eve of the High Level Meeting on nuclear 
disarmament held during the 68th Session 
of the United Nations General Assembly. 
The op-ed urged France, as a member of 
the P5, to support negotiations on a treaty 
banning nuclear weapons.

One month later, a delegation of represen-
tatives from Mayors for Peace and other 
peace organisations met, for the first time, 
with the French President’s Executive 

Advisor on Strategic Affairs, in order to 
discuss France’s position regarding the 
humanitarian approach to nuclear disar-
mament and negotiations on a binding 
disarmament treaty. A follow-up meeting 
is scheduled for early 2014.

In 2014, Mayors for Peace France will con-
tinue to lobby the French government and 
encourage member cities to set up Local 
Programs of Action for a Culture of Peace. 
Further, the top priority in 2014 will be to 
strengthen membership in France, which 
is a critical element for changing France’s 
position on nuclear weapons. 

  germany

For the second year, cities and communi-
ties in Germany flew the Mayors for Peace 
flag on July 8 to show support for nuclear 

Malakoff, France, September 23, 2013.: Mr. 
Yasuyoshi Komizo, Mayors for Peace Secre-
tary General; and Ms. Catherine Margaté, 
Mayor of Malakoff signing the agreement 
of being a leader city of Mayors for Peace 
within its new structure. (Credit: City of 
Malakoff)

Bretten, Germany, August 3, 2013. During the Pace Makers Bicycle Marathon, approximately 150 
cyclists biked for 340 km on August 3 to show support for a nuclear free world and to comme-
morate the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. On their route starting and ending in Bretten, 
the cyclists were welcomed by Mayors for Peace in Heidelberg, Mannheim, Kaiserslautern, and 
Neustadt/Weinstraße. (Credit: Wolfgang Schlupp-Hauck)
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abolition. Over 108 cities and communities 
participated in this event, including the 
regional capital cities of Hannover, Kiel, 
Potsdam, Schwerin, and Stuttgart. July 
8 was selected as the date of the event to 
commemorate the International Court of 
Justice 1996 Advisory Opinion concerning 
the legality of the threat or use of force.  

After the new Bundestag was elected in 
Berlin, a Grand Coalition was formed. 111 
Mayors from all political parties appea-
led, in individual sent letters, to the chief 
negotiators of the Coalition Agreement 
for the German Government. The Mayors 
insisted that the aims of the Coaltion 
should include the withdrawal of the 
remaining nuclear weapons from German 
soil, the termination of money spent on 
the modernization of nuclear weapons, 
and the support of the commencement of 
negotiations for a universal treaty banning 
nuclear weapons. The newly elected Mayor 
of Hannover, Stefan Schostok, supported 
the letter as one of his first activities upon 
taking office. 

Throughout 2013, Mayors for Peace mem-
bers have supported the “atomwaffenfrei 
jetzt” campaign through these two acti-
vities. Unfortunately, the wording of the 
final Coalition Agreement calls for nuclear 
disarmament solely on a general level, and 
does not include any of the concrete steps 
demanded of the government. However, 
Mayor Schostok is looking forward to a 
constructive continuation of such dialogue 
with members of Parliament and Go-
vernment during his term.

  netherlands

Mr. Bert Sweerts, the 2020 Vision Campai-
gner in the Netherlands, has been coopera-
ting closely with the Medical Association 
for Peace Research (NVMP), which is the 
Dutch affiliate of International Physicians 

for the Prevention of Nuclear War. In 
particular, Herman Spanjaard, the NVMP 
Chairman, and Hans van Iterson, also 
from the NVMP office, actively support 
Mayors for Peace. 

In order to increase the number of Mayors 
for Peace member cities in the Netherlan-
ds, this team approached Mayors Hoeke-
ma, Koen, Rehwinkel, and Ostendorp, all 
prominent Mayors for Peace members, 
and obtained their signatures on recru-
itment letters to be sent to non-member 
Mayors. Two or three such letters are sent 
each year, which has effectively helped to 
raise the number of member cities in the 
Netherlands from 56 in 2011 to 112 in 
December 2013. 

Furthermore, they produced a Dutch tran-
slation of “The Atomic Bombings of Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki—The 5,000 Member 
Milestone Exhibition”. Mr. Sweerts gave a 
well-received speech at the opening of the 
exhibit on September 23 in the municipali-

ty of Rucphen.  

Advancement has been made in the efforts 
toward securing greater involvement 
by Mayors in political action for nuclear 
disarmament. Mayors Hoekema, Koen, 
Rehwinkel, and Ostendorp, the prominent 
Mayors for Peace members in the Ne-
therlands, sent a letter to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Timmermans, urging 
him to send the B61 nuclear weapons 
which are currently stationed in the Ne-
therlands back to the United States. This 
letter was published on February 26 in the 
NRC, a distinguished Dutch newspaper. 

On September 30, these four Mayors ad-
ditionally sent a letter to the ABP pension 
fund, opposing its investment in nuclear 
weapon industries.  

Despite such progress, one disappointment 
of 2013 was the unsuccessful effort to per-
suade Dutch MPs to vote against the new 
nuclear task of the Joint Strike fighter air-

Rucphen, The Netherlands, September 23, 2013. From left to right: Mayor Marjolein vd Meer-
Mohr, Bert Sweerts, Hans van Iterson at the opening of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki exhibition, 
translated into Dutch. (Credit: Bert Sweerts/Hans van Iterson)
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plane. A meeting will be scheduled betwe-
en the 2020 Vision Campaign supporters 
and member mayors to better coordinate 
lobbying and recruitment actions.

  norway

2013 saw an increase in the activity level 
of the member cities. The most important 
event of this year was the publication 
of an article stating the critical need for 
civil society to protest against the 19,000 
needless bombs in the world’s nuclear 
weapon stockpile. The article was signed 
by seven mayors, one from each of the 
mayoral political parties, and was publi-
shed in the Municipal Report newspaper, 
which is distributed to all elected officials 
in Norway.

The Oslo Conference on the humanitarian 
impact of nuclear weapons also gained pu-
blic attention.  Mayors for Peace was repre-
sented at this intergovernmental meeting 
by 2020 Vision Campaign Vice President 
Mayor Thore Vestby, of Frogn, Norway.  
At the civil society parallel gathering, the 
Mayors for Peace Executive Advisers, Mr. 
Tovish, Ms. Cabasso, and Pol D’Huyvetter, 
were also present.

Mayor Vestby was invited to the Kurdish 
town of Halabja in March to attend a 
commemoration for the gas attack which 
occurred twenty-five years ago (see also 
Croatia). In May, Mr. Vestby attended the 
Mexican Annual Conference of Mayors in 
Leon, Mexico, where fifteen municipalities 
signed up with Mayors for Peace, and a 
Mayors for Peace branch office was opened 
in Mexico City. 

At the end of 2013, efforts were directed 
toward organizing the event “Bike around 

the World in 90 days”. This project was 
established by Tore Naerland from Bike 
for Peace, with supporting words from 
the President of Mayors for Peace, Mayor 
Matsui of Hiroshima, and Ingrid Stange in 
Partnership for Change.  

2014 UPDATE: March, Manchester: Bike 
for Peace begins its world trip. See front 
cover and inside front cover.  

  russia

On August 6, the museum-panorama “The 
Battle of Stalingrad” hosted a memorial 
ceremony to pay tribute to the victims 
of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima in 
1945. The ceremony was attended by the 
Mayor of Volgograd, honorary citizens 
of Hiroshima, members of the “Children 
of Stalingrad” society, students of the 
Volgograd schools, and representatives 
of the Volgograd municipality. The event 
commenced with the ringing of the Peace 
Bell followed by a minute of silence, and 
continued in the Hall of Glory with the 
projection of documentary films about the 
bombing of Hiroshima and the history of 
the friendly relations between Hiroshima 
and Volgograd. 

On September 21, the International Day 
of Peace, participants of the 2013 Interna-
tional Youth Conference for Peace in the 
Future visited gymnasiums N03 and N05 
in Volgograd to discuss with their pupils 
the importance of the International Day 
of Peace and the various peace activities 
in which all students could participate. 
The participants also collected signatures 
from the students on the Hiroshima Carp 
Streamer. A booklet titled “Education 
in the Spirit of Peace” was issued by the 

Volgograd administration and distributed 
in the secondary and tertiary schools in 
Volgograd. 

Further, with the support of the Volgograd 
municipality, the secondary school N05 
organised the event “The Bell of Peace”, 
which united schools throughout the 
city. At exactly 12 p.m., the participating 
schools simultaneously rang bells, in order 
to pay tribute to the people who have died 
in wars and to express their solidarity 
with the goal of reaching global peace and 
understanding. 

The city of Orenburg also participated 
in the International Day of Peace. The 
secondary Lyceum N05, working with the 
Japanese Informational Center (JIC) of the 
Orenburg State University, organised and 
administered a peace seminar, which was 
given on September 21. The main speakers 
at the lesson included Mr. Shota Kusibiki, 
a Japanese language teacher; JIC staff, 
and students from the university. At the 
end of the lectures, the students from the 
secondary school opened a package from 
the city of Niigata, Japan, which contai-
ned letters and paper cranes. Concluding 
the peace seminar, the letters from Japan 
were read aloud. The school also hosted an 
exhibition dedicated to the tragic bombing 
of Hiroshima in 1945. 

On August 6, an exhibition was launched 
at the central shopping mall in the city of 
Lipetsk, in dedication to the beginning of 
the 8th General Conference of Mayors for 
Peace. The exhibition featured the photo-
graphs and drawings from atomic bomb 
survivors in Hiroshima, as well as other 
materials issued by Mayors for Peace. 

  spain

Much of the activity in Spain in 2013 had 
an international dimension. 

On September 20 and 21, the Conference 
of Cities for Peace in the Mediterranean was 
held in Aubagne, France. Co-organised by the 
Mayors for Peace Executive Cities of Granollers 
and Biograd na Moru, as well as Aubagne, the 
President city of AFCDRP-Mayors for Peace 
France, it marked the first Mayors for Peace 
Conference to be regionally organised by and 
for its own member cities. 

The Conference gathered 130 participants 
from fifteen countries, who were invited to 
exchange ideas concerning potential local 
policies which could best promote a culture of 
peace. In the plenary session, the Mayors for 
Peace Secretary General, Mr. Komizo, empha-
sised the message of the Hibakusha, “No one 
should suffer as we did”. 

A message of hope and a call to action and 
peaceful resolution of conflict were expressed 
among representatives of cities from countri-
es such as Palestine, Syria, and Lebanon, 
all of which are currently suffering or have 
previously endured the scourge of war. Parti-
cipants adopted a Final Appeal in which they 
committed to develop the initiatives of Ma-
yors for Peace throughout the Mediterranean, 
and to participate in the efforts to eradicate 
nuclear weapons.

Finally, the Conference also served as an 
opportunity to expand Mayors for Peace 
membership. During the Conference, a city 
from Algeria officially joined Mayors for Peace 
for the first time.

Mediterranean Conference Report
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The Conference of Cities for Peace in the 
Mediterranean took place on September 
21 and 22 in Aubagne, France. The Con-
ference was co-organised by two Mayors 
for Peace Executive Cities, Granollers and 
Biograd na Moru, and by the President city 
of AFCDRP-Mayors for Peace, Aubagne 
(see BOX). Next autumn, Granollers will 
host a follow-up meeting to determine the 
next steps to take after this Conference in 
Aubagne.

On November 21, the city of Donostia-San 
Sebastián organised the Cities Destroyed 
by War Meeting, in the framework of the 
commemoration of 200th anniversary of 
the destruction of the city. The meeting 
featured discussion by experts on history, 
reconstruction, commemoration, reconci-
liation, solidarity, and international law. 
The participants could hear the experien-
ces of peace building and remembrance 
programs shared among Mayors for Peace 
cities Donostia, Gernika, Granollers, 
Dresden, Milan, Sarajevo, and Wroclaw. 
2020 Vision Campaign Director, Aaron 
Tovish, spoke about international law and 
the assertion that cities are not targets.

The Mayors of Donostia, Gernika, and Gra-
nollers signed a Declaration on the theme 
“Cities Are Not Targets”. The declaration 
concludes:  “On the occasion of this event, 
the mayors of the participating cities 
pledge to strive, in close cooperation with 
the citizens of and society as a whole, for 
the achievement of a more peaceful world.  
A world which appreciates that cities are 
the heart of our civilization and thus that 
‘Cities Are Not Targets!’”

The following day, a session with Donostia 
city officials and representatives of Mayors 
for Peace was held.  The opportunities pre-
sented by the upcoming commemorations 
of World War I in Sarajevo (June, 2014) 
and Ypres (April 2015), as well as by Dono-

stia’s role as a “Cultural Capital of Europe” 
in 2016 were duly noted.  Clearly, these 
two days mark the beginning of a long and 
fruitful cooperation.

Before this event, Donostia hosted another 
international peace conference, which 
Mayors for Peace attended. The Internatio-
nal Conference 2013 was held on October 
10 and 11, focusing on peace building from 
the local level. The conference sought to 
draw on the diversity of international ex-
periences found at the local level, in order 
to advance towards fulfilling the right of 
peace for the people. Also, it was intended 
to inspire the work currently being carried 
out in the Basque peace process. Mr. Mi-
chel Cibot participated in the Conference 
on behalf of Mayors for Peace, coming 
from its Vice President city of Malakoff, 
France. Mr. Matsui, the Mayor of Hiroshi-

ma and the President of Mayors for Peace, 
sent a video message to the conference as 
well. 

2014 UPDATE: On March 11th, 2014, re-
presentatives of 50 Catalan municipalities 
met in Granollers with the aim to develop 
coordination among the member cities 
and to share experiences and resources 
for action. The meeting was organised by 
the Executive City of Granollers and the 
two Catalan associations of municipalities 
(ACM and FMC). It was agreed to create 
a Catalan Section of Mayors for Peace to 
gather the 200 Catalan member cities, and 
a joint committee was appointed to work 
on the development of the Section. The 
meeting was also attended by representa-
tives of NGO and institutions working in 
the field of peace and disarmament cam-
paigns, who participated in a round table. 

Donostia, Spain, October 11, 2013. From left to right: Mayors Josep Mayoral of Granollers, Juan 
Karlos Izagirre of Donostia/San Sebastian, and Begoña Landa of Gernika, in the signature of the 
Declaration of Donostia. (Credit: City of Donostia/San Sebastian)
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Materials related to the ICAN Campaign, 
initiatives developed by the International 
Catalan Institute for Peace, the Mayors for 
Peace‘s 5000-Milestone Poster Exhibition, 
and other resources were displayed during 
the meeting.

  united Kingdom

  ireland

In 2013, Cardiff City Council joined Ma-
yors for Peace, which means that all of the 
capital cities of the Nations comprising the 
British and Irish Isles are now Mayors for 
Peace members: London, Dublin, Edinbur-
gh, Cardiff, and Belfast. Campaign lea-
dership is provided by the Vice President 
City of Manchester and the 2020 Vision 
Campaign Board Member of Glasgow.

Councillors and officers from Manche-
ster, Glasgow, and West Dunbartonshire 
Councils attended the Mayors for Peace 
Executive and General Conferences in Hi-
roshima and took an active part in all of its 
meetings. Manchester also sent represen-
tatives to be part of the Mayors for Peace 
international delegation at the Preparato-
ry Committee for the 2015 Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty Review Conference in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

The Lord Mayor of Manchester hosted a 
civic reception at which the former Consul 
General of Pakistan, Salahuddin Choudh-
ry, was appointed as an Honorary Ambas-
sador of the Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision 
Campaign. Manchester is delighted that 
Mr. Choudhry is helping to consider ways 
to promote the 2020 Vision in the UK and 
Ireland. The civic reception also allowed 
the Lord Mayor to receive the Hiroshima 
peace crane garlands. These were given to 
Greater Manchester CND delegates atten-
ding the ‘Gensuyiko’ Conference in Hiro-
shima, which was held at the same time as 

the Mayors for Peace General Conference.   

Throughout 2013, additional UK and 
Ireland Mayors for Peace member cities 
have again hosted the Hiroshima-Nagasaki 
A-bomb exhibitions, including Edinburgh 
and Fife. This now makes 14 members 
which have hosted the exhibition. It was 
also hosted for the first time by the UK 
Scouts organisation, in preparation for a 
visit to an international jamboree in Japan 
in 2014. 

In August 2013, cities around the UK held 
civic services commemorating the 68th 
anniversary of the Hiroshima and Naga-
saki atomic bombings. Major events were 
held in the likes of London, Manchester, 
Birmingham, Coventry, Glasgow, Leeds, 
Milton Keynes, Edinburgh, and at the 
Welsh National Eisteddfod.  

2014 UPDATE:  UK Mayors for Peace 
members is delighted to serve as the 
launch country for the 2014 ‘Bike for 
Peace Around the World in 90 days’ tour, a 
Norwegian-based initiative which uses the 
sport of cycling as a way to bring commu-
nities together, and campaign for peace 
and the protection of the environment.  
This year, the tour will be dedicated to 
promoting the work of Mayors for Peace.  
The 2014 tour began in Manchester with 
an opening event that included speeches 
from the Lord Mayor of Manchester; the 
former Norwegian Prime Minister, Kjell-
Magne Bondevik; Bike for Peace founder, 
Tore Naerland; and Mayor of Frogn and 
fellow Vice President of Mayors for Peace, 
Thore Vestby. The tour then went on to 
Coventry and London where meetings and 
events were organised with Coventry Peace 
House, the Coventry Rotary Club, the Lord 
Mayor of Coventry,  and by representatives 
of the Mayor of London and UK Parlia-
mentarians. The tour will continue on to 
France, Italy, China, Japan, the United 

States, and Norway. Further information 
can be found at the Bike for Peace website 
http://bikeforpeace.info/2014/BikeForPe-
aceAroundTheWorld.pdf.  

LAtin AmEricA And thE cAribbEAn

In 2013 the region of Latin America and 
the Caribbean consolidated its leading 
role to free the world of nuclear weapons 
when the 33 Heads of State of the region 
renewed their calls for complete nuclear 
disarmament at both Summits of CELAC 
in Santiago de Chile in January 2013, and 
in Havana in January 2014.  

On March 5 2013, at the end of the first 
International Conference on the Huma-
nitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons in 
Oslo, Mexico announced that it would host 
a follow-up Conference. This Conference 
took place in Nayarit, Mexico on February 
13 and 14 of 2014, marking the 47th  anni-
versary of the Treaty for the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Vice-President of Mayors for 
Peace, and Mayor of Frogn (Norway) Mr. 
Vestby and Secretary-General of Mayors 
for Peace Mr. Komizo attended this confe-
rence.  

At the end of the Second Conference on the 
Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons 
in Nayarit, the Chair of the Conference 
declared that “Nayarit is a point of no 
return”.  In his summary of the meeting, 
the Chair called for the development of 
“new international standards and norms 
on nuclear weapons, including a legally-
binding instrument.  [The] time has come,” 
he argued, “for a diplomatic process to 
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reach this goal, within a specified timefra-
me”. He called for this process to conclude 
by the 70th anniversary of the bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

  mexiCo

Mayor Thore Vestby, the Vice President of 
the Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision Cam-
paign, was welcomed last year by two Me-
xican Associations of Local Governments 
during a series of events to promote 
Mayors for Peace. The visit to Mexico 
offered the opportunity to raise awareness 
of the global threat of nuclear weapons. 
The visit of Mayor Vestby also created 
the opportunity to engage in a dialogue 
with the Mexican mayors concerning the 
increased armed violence in Mexico. The 
proliferation of small weapons and gang 
violence has resulted in the murder of 38 
Mexican mayors and more than 60,000 
people during the past six years. The brutal 
violence has put public security at the top 
of the political agenda of both the national 
and local governments. 

During the Annual Conference of FE-
NAMM (National Federation of Munici-
palities of Mexico), over 2,000 mayors and 
local government officials gathered in the 
City of León, in the state of Guanajuato, 
from May 15 through May 18. Mayor Thore 
Vestby was invited to address both the 
Directive Council of FENAMM, as well as 
a plenary session dedicated to the role of 
cities to promote a Culture of Peace. 

On Monday May 20, AALMAC (the As-
sociation of Local Authorities of Mexico) 
organised the first Mexican Conference 
of Mayors for Peace. The conference was 
attended by three District mayors of the 
Mexican capital who have officially joined 
Mayors for Peace. Ms. Leticia Quezada 
Contreras, District Mayor of La Magdalena 
Contreras, called all Mexican mayors to 
join Mayors for Peace. Ms. Leticia Quezada 
Contreras, also the President of AALMAC, 
stressed the importance of local go-
vernments to engage with Mayors for Pea-
ce and to work together to lift the nuclear 
threat from cities, while also promoting 
a culture of peace through programs of 
social inclusion. These 3 District Mayors 
represent more than 1.3 million people.

  Costa riCa

On May 22, 2013 the President of the 
National Union of Local Governments si-
gned a letter of intention with Mayors for 
Peace. The agreement of co-operation was 
signed during an event in the Costa Rican 
capital, which also featured a presentation 
by Ward Wilson about the five myths of 
nuclear weapons. The event was initiated 
by Ms. Edine von Herold, a former Member 
of Parliament and 2020 Vision Campaigner 
in Costa Rica.  Mr. Rolando Rodríguez 
Brenes, Mayor of Cartago and President of 
the Costa Rican National Union of Local 
Governemnts, declared that the UNGL 
will work towards securing 100% mem-

bership in Costa Rica.  To this date, only 
Nicaragua, at the northern border of Costa 
Rica, has achieved membership of all of 
the country’s mayors. Throughout recent 
years, 46 out of the total 81 Costa Rican 
mayors have affiliated with Mayors for 
Peace, thanks to the efforts of Ms. Edine 
von Herold.  

The agreement recognizes the important 
role held by the national government and 
the local governments of Costa Rica to 
promote a world free of nuclear weapons 
and a culture of peace. The UNGL will soon 
appoint a mayor of Costa Rica to represent 
the local governments of Costa Rica in 
the international leadership of Mayors for 
Peace. 

north AmEricA 

  usa
Mayors for Peace North American Coordi-
nator Jackie Cabasso represented Mayors 
for Peace at the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
(USCM) January winter meeting in Wa-
shington, D.C. and at its 81st Annual Mee-
ting in June, in Las Vegas, Nevada, where 
she addressed the International Affairs 
Committee. The USCM, with nearly 1,300 
members, is the national association of ci-
ties with populations greater than 30,000. 
The USCM has adopted increasingly 
comprehensive resolutions in 2004, 2006, 
and each year since, expressing its support 
for Mayors for Peace, the 2020 Vision 
Campaign, and the Cities Are Not Targets 
project.  At its June 2013 Annual Meeting, 
the USCM unanimously adopted its most 
strongly worded resolution yet, “Calling 
for U.S. Leadership in Global Elimination 

San Jose, Costa Rica, May 22, 2013. President Mr. Rolando Rodríguez Brenes of the National 
Union of Local Governments signed a letter of intention with Mayors for Peace during an event 
in San Jose, initiated by Ms. Edine von Herold, a former Member of Parliament and 2020 Vision 
Campaigner in Costa Rica. The agreement emphasizes the critical role of both local and national 
governments in Costa Rica to support a nuclear weapon free world. From left to right: Mr. Pol 
D'Huyvetter, Ms. Edine von Herold and President Brenes. (Credit: Pol D'Huyvetter)
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of Nuclear Weapons and Redirection of 
Military Spending to Domestic Needs”. The 
resolution was sponsored by Mayors for 
Peace Vice President, Donald Plusquellic 
of Akron, Ohio, and 29 other mayors. (See 
box for details.)

On August 6 and 9, cities around the 
United States commemorated the 68th 
anniversaries of the U.S. atomic bom-
bings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  For the 
28th consecutive year, a vigil was held in 
Ashland, Oregon. Mayor John Stromberg 
read a Proclamation in support of the 
Mayors for Peace goal of the total abolition 
of all nuclear weapons by 2020. In recogni-
tion of special guests from Japan, hosted 
by local hibakusha Hideko Tamura Snider, 
she also proclaimed August 2 – 9 as “Japan 
Friendship Week”.  A coalition of sixteen 
local organizations worked with the Mayor 
to organize a 3-day public exhibition on 
the theme “A Healthy Planet is Nuclear 
Free” to raise awareness of the dangers of 
nuclear weapons and nuclear power. Over 
30 volunteers collected nearly 300 signatu-
res on the Mayors for Peace petition calling 
for a nuclear weapons convention and a 
nuclear-weapon-free world by 2020. 

Proclamations in support of Mayors for 
Peace and “Japan Friendship Week” were 
issued by the Mayors of neighbouring Ore-
gon cities: Portland, Eugene, Beaverton, 
and Corvallis.

On August 6, an annual memorial service 
sponsored by more than twenty local peace 
groups was held at the Japanese Bell on 
the Iowa Capitol Grounds in Des Moines, 
Iowa to remember those killed in the ato-
mic bombings of the two Japanese cities, 
with the theme of “Never Again.” 

Des Moines Mayor Frank Cownie addres-
sed the crowd, describing his work with 
Mayors for Peace, and urging everyone to 
get involved. “The consequences [of nuclear 

war] are so devastating that it can’t hap-
pen,” he said. “Let’s pray for peace. Let’s 
pray for the end of war. Let’s pray that we 
can get some sense. Violence in this count-
ry and inner cities around the world has to 
stop and it starts with us, each one of us 
individually.”

On September 25, Mayor Cownie represen-
ted Mayors for Peace at the launch event 
for a new Resource Guide on Nuclear Disar-
mament for Religious Leaders and Communi-
ties at a high level consultation held in the 
United Nations in New York, sponsored by 
Religions for Peace.

Toronto, Canada, August 6, 
2013. City Councillor, Mary 
Fragedakis, reads Mayor Rob 
Ford’s Hiroshima-Nagasaki Day 
Proclamation at the commemo-
ration on August 6. The keynote 
speaker, actor Shirley Douglas, 
and the Master of Ceremonies, 
Phyllis Creighton, look on. 
Ceremonies were also held in 
Calgary, Hamilton, Oakville, Ot-
tawa, Saskatoon and Toronto. 
(Credit: Anna Jaikaran)

Adopted unanimously by the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors, June 24, 2013 – Excerpts:

WHEREAS, in April 2009, President Barack 
Obama declared in Prague, “as the only nucle-
ar power to have used a nuclear weapon, the 
United States has a moral responsibility to act. 
We cannot succeed in this endeavor alone, 
but we can lead it, we can start it. So today, 
I state clearly and with conviction America’s 
commitment to seek the peace and security 
of a world without nuclear weapons” and….

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
expresses its deep concern that…. the Oslo 
Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of 
Nuclear Weapons took place without the par-
ticipation of the five Permanent Members of 
the UN Security Council, including the United 
States; and

WHEREAS, nearly a quarter of a century has 
passed since the end of the Cold War, yet an 
estimated 17,300 nuclear weapons, 94% of 
them in the possession of the United States 
and Russia, continue to pose an intolerable 
threat to humanity; and…. 

WHEREAS, the Administration’s budget 
request calls for a 23 percent increase for nu-
clear weapons research, manufacturing and 
maintenance over the next five years; and…. 

WHEREAS, in 2012, during a time of continu-
ing domestic financial hardship, the U.S. spent 
$682 billion on its military, as much as the 
next 11 top spenders combined, accounting 
for nearly two-fifths of the world total; and 

WHEREAS, our nation’s deep economic crisis 
can only be addressed by adopting new 
priorities to create a sustainable economy for 
the 21st century…

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors calls on Presi-
dent Obama to reaffirm his determination, 
expressed in Prague, to achieve the peace and 
security of a world without nuclear weapons 
by speaking at the High-Level Meeting of the 
United Nations General Assembly on Nuclear 
Disarmament on September 26, 2013 and en-
dorsing the UN Secretary-General’s Five Point 
Proposal on Nuclear Disarmament; and….

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors calls on the U.S. 
government to demonstrate good faith by 
participating in the follow-on conference on 
the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons 
to be hosted by Mexico in early 2014; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors calls on the President 
and Congress to reduce funding for moderni-
zation of nuclear weapons systems, to reduce 
nuclear weapons spending to the minimum 
necessary to assure the safety and security of 
the existing weapons as they await disable-
ment and dismantlement, and redirect those 
funds to meet the urgent needs of cities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors calls on the President 
and Congress to reduce military spending 
and to reinvest those funds in programs to 
address the dramatic increase in poverty and 
inequality in our country; take emergency 
measures to repair the social safety net and 
protect Social Security and Medicare; create 
jobs, retrain displaced workers, including mili-
tary contractors, rebuild deteriorating physical 
infrastructure,  invest in new technologies 
for a sustainable energy future, and aid local 
government to restore and maintain vital 
public services, reemploying teachers, police, 
firefighters and other workers.

CALLING FOR U.S. LEADERSHIP IN GLOBAL ELIMINATION OF NUCLEAR WEA-
PONS AND REDIRECTION OF MILITARY SPENDING TO DOMESTIC NEEDS
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Finances and Fundraising 

finanCial statement

The 2020 Vision Campaign is financed mainly by voluntary contri-

butions made by member cities, with a small part raised by events 

such as the Nucle-Art exhibition in Belgium. We are very grateful 

to all those who contributed in 2013 and enabled the 2020 Vision 

Campaign to continue to work towards a nuclear free world. We 

hope many more cities will follow this example and contribute in 

the future.

The figures on page 18 represent the income and expenditure of 

the International Secretariat of the 2020 Vision Campaign and 

the budget of 2014.

We can see from the figures of 2013 that we have a net loss of 

around 500 euros. The expenses increased, but the incomes incre-

ased at a higher rate, which means that our net loss is less than 

last year.

You will also see that the figure of contributions on page 18 is 

different than the total figure of contributions on page 20 and the 

figures in the text below. Reason: cities that pay late (already in a 

new fiscal year) are booked in a different year by the secretariat 

than by the bookkeeping.

fundraising

In 2013, we received € 78.635,07 from 16 countries. This total is 

slightly more than last year’s figure. Over the course of the year 

we received contributions from 216 cities, two personal donations 

and from the Nucle-Art exhibition in Belgium. Once again, the 

Belgian cities have contributed nearly half of the total, undersco-

ring the wisdom of the decision to place the Campaign Secretariat 

in Belgium.

It is also important to recognize that many cities have made do-

nations in-kind, providing indispensable support for our interna-

tional action.  Matching their financial contribution, Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki’s work on the campaign is vital.  Further essential 

to the campaign is Malakoff, for its assistance with the website 

and translations, and many others leading cities for their help 

in distributing invoices and other important material to their 

membership cities.

Country Contribution 
(in euros)

Belgium 29646

Germany 15180

Switzerland 6472

France 5000

Spain 4300

Canada 3824

USA 3779

Luxembourg 2800

Italy 1770

Norway 1550

Austria 1350

Sweden 900

Croatia 850

India 511

Bosnia and Herzegovina 400

Portugal 300
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Description Budget 

EXPENSES 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Budget 2014

Staff (salaries include socail benefits,etc.)

International Office Manager Ypres (2) 18060,86 0,00

Office staff 2485,55 55258,67 67013,74 44980,14 47218,65 52847,92 55000

EU European Voluntary Service 9770,08 6975,23 13171,72 5364,40 13031,26 11591,83 12000

Interns 0

Consulting (i.e. strategic, legal & financial) 1717,62 3146,95 1162,41 1001,95 1070,19 1127,12 1500

Bookkeeper 0

SUBTOTAL 32034,11 65380,85 81347,87 51346,49 61320,10 65566,87 68500

Services & supplies

Office supplies 2079,91 3787,25 2402,19 1331,21 1104,52 1432,59 2000

Office maintenance 0,00 0 204,41 177,75 0 0

Insurances volunteers 71,01 74,95 83,64 83,64 83,64 83,64 1000

Insurances staff 453,85 278,87 353,41 848,76 408,64 307,99 500

Office communications 4490,19 5530,52 8934,83 4329,82 4192,45 4399,52 7500

2020 VC Outreach materials 4464,63 11021,91 3084,02 4885,83 6076,32 4188,37 8250

Travel international 3760,87 4011,91 12650,81 1964,17 1476,81 8116,12 3000

2020 VC Conferences & meetings 2288,00 2983,98 361,50 5640,23 3877,72 250,42 5000

Other conferences & meetings 407,92 0 954,05 143,51 0 250 0

Travel Belgium (staff & volunteers) 3538,12 5304,2 1256,37 478,80 321,2 902,86 2000

SUBTOTAL 21554,50 32993,59 30285,23 19883,72 17541,30 19931,51 29250

Other expenses

Depreciations (afschrijvingen) 1754,78 913,28 396,73 606,5

Financial costs (bank fees) 65,76 90,17 104,93 142,50 127,92 125,49 250

taxes 60,63 81,54 59,33 73,00 134,61 95,79

Various costs 177,77

SUBTOTAL 126,39 171,71 2096,81 1128,78 659,26 827,78

TOTAL Expenses 53715,00 98546,15 113729,91 72358,99 79520,66 86326,16 98000

INCOME 31/12/2012 31/12/2013

Contributions members

Member cities 61058,60 84611,55 95524,69 87588,19 73434,49 81284,78 100000

Participation fees MfP activities 750,00 0,00

Subsidies and grants

EU grant EVS Youth for Action 8893,00 21361,25 2592,54 16054,19 1500,00 3837,00 6000

Foundations 0 6458,91 309,18 324,05

fundraising initiatives 10000

interest 404,17 543,59 395,64 486,67 645,18 383,49 250

Donations 752,61 0 750

Various income 108,25

TOTAL Income 71858,38 106516,39 98621,12 110587,96 75888,85 85829,32 117000

BALANCE for the year 18143,38 7970,24 -15108,79 38228,97 -3631,81 -496,84 19000

Accummulative balance 26113,62 11004,83 49233,80 45601,99 45105,15
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City Contribution 
(in euros)

Belgium 29.646,28

Anhee 300,00 

Anzegem 300,00 

Attert 300,00 

Bastogne 300,00 

Bilzen 350,00 

Boechout 125,00 

Boom 300,00 

Brecht 600,00 

Brugge 1.000,00 

Chaumont-Gistoux 300,00 

Dendermonde 600,00 

Deinze 50,00 

Erezee 75,00 

Flobecq 300,00 

Geel 250,00 

Geetbets 149,98 

Genappe 300,00 

Genk 1.200,00 

Gent 1.000,00 

Hamont-Achel 300,00 

Hasselt 1.200,00 

Hechtel Eksel 200,00 

Hoogstraten 300,00 

Houthulst 300,00 

Hove 300,00 

Ichtegem 125,00 

Ieper 1.000,00 

Kalmthout 300,00 

Kapellen 250,00 

Kapelle-op-den-bos 300,00 

Kasterlee 300,00 

Knokke-Heist 600,00 

Koksijde 300,00 

Kortrijk 1.000,00 

Kuurne 300,00 

Langemark-Poelkapelle 300,00 

Laarne 300

Maaseik 300,00 

Marche-en-Famenne 300,00 

Meerhout 150,00 

Melle 300,00 

Middelkerke 300

Mol 600,00 

Mortsel 300,00 

Nazareth 300,00 

Neerpelt 100,00 

Nijlen 300

Oostkamp 573,90 

Opglabbeek 300,00 

Pittem 300,00 

Poperinge 300,00 

Puurs 300,00 

Remicourt 300,00 

Riemst 420,00 

Rotselaar 300,00 

Ruiselede 127,65 

Sambrevill 600,00 

Schilde 50,00 

Schoten 600,00 

Sint-Lievens-Houtem 250,00 

Sint-Truiden 600,00 

Staden 275,00 

Stekene 300,00 

Tessenderlo 300,00 

Thuin 100,00 

Tielt 300,00 

Torhout 300,00 

Vilvoorde 600,00 

Veurne 250,00 

Voeren 200,00 

Waasmunster 300,00 

Waregem 600,00 

Wervik 300,00 

Westerlo 300,00 

Wielsbeke 225,00 

Wijnegem 300,00 

Wortegem-Petegem 157,75 

Wuustwezel 300,00 

Zoersel 100,00 

Zottegem 300,00 

Zoutleeuw 100,00 

Zwijndrecht 300,00 

Nucle-Art 292,00 

Croatia 850,00

Orahovica 100,00 

Koprivnica 600,00 

Rovinj-Rovigno 150,00 

France 5.000,00 

AFCDRP 5.000,00

Germany 15.180,00

Aichwald 100,00 

Alzey 100,00 

Bad Homburg 100,00

Bad Ditzenbach 100,00 

Bad Oldesloe 100,00 

Bad Salzuflen 100,00 

Baiersdorf 200,00 

Bamberg 100,00 

Berlin 100,00 

List of contributing cities in 2013



Berlin Spandau 100,00 

Bevensen-Ebsto 100,00 

Bietigheim 100,00 

Bochum 100,00 

Bobingen 100,00 

Bodnegg 100,00 

Bohlen 100,00 

Braunschweig 100,00 

Bretten 100,00 

Bunde 100,00 

Chieming 100,00 

Coelbe 100,00 

Dessau-Rosslau 50,00 

Düren 100,00 

Engen 300,00 

Erlangen 100,00 

Erftstadt    100,00 

Essen 100,00 

Freiburg im Breisgau 1.000,00 

Furth 100,00 

Gelsenkirchen   100,00 

Geretsried 100,00 

Gladbeck 100,00 

Guttersloh 100,00 

Hannover 3.500,00 

Hannover(Region) 100,00 

Herbrechtingen 100,00 

Herten 100,00 

Iserlohn 100,00 

Kirchheim unter teck  100,00 

Kitzingen 100,00 

Kriebitzsch 100,00 

Koenigsbrunn 100,00 

Langen 100,00 

Lindau 100,00 

Lohfelden 300,00 

Lohne 100,00 

Marburg 200,00 

Marl 100,00 

Morfalden-Walldorf 100,00 

Moritburg 100,00 

Mönchengladbach 100,00 

Much 100,00 

Munster 100,00 

Neu-Ulm 100,00 

Neuenrade 100,00 

Neustadt/Aisch 100,00 

Neustadt am Rübenberge 430,00 

Oerlinghausen 100,00 

Offenburg 1.200,00 

Parchim   100,00 

Postdam 100,00 

Radeberg 300,00 

Ratingen 250,00 

Rendsburg 100,00 

Rosenstein 150,00 

Rödermark   200,00 

Salzgitter  100,00 

Sangerhausen 100,00 

Schwerin 100,00 

Susen 100,00 

Trier (Frieden E.V.) 100,00 

Uelzen 100,00 

Ulm 100,00 

Versmold 100,00 

Wendlingen am Neckar 100,00 

Wernau 100,00 

Wetterau 100,00 

Worms 100,00 

Wurzburg 200,00 

Wolfenbüttel 100,00 

Zerbst/Anhalt 100,00 

Klemens-Koschig (Persons) 100,00 

Gottstein (Persons) 100,00 

Italy 1.770,00

Almenno San Bartolomeo 300,00 

Barlassina 100,00 

Castelnuovo Berardenga 300,00 

Cisternino 300,00 

Collebeato 120,00 

Lari 200,00 

Vernio 150,00 

Vobarno 300,00 

Spain 4.300,00

Calldetenes 100,00 

Granollers 1.500,00 

Gernika-Lumo 300,00 

Sant Boi De Llobregat 1.200,00 

Sant Cugat del Vallès 1.200,00 

USA 3.799,81

Akron 3.779,81 

Austria 1350

Judenburg 300

Murau 300

Neumarkt 150

Perg 300

St. Ulrich bei Steyr 300

Bosnia and Herzegovina 400

Tešanj 400,00 

Canada 3.824,52 

Goderich 203,84 

Montreal 3.620,68 

India 511,74 

Cochin 511,74 

Luxembourg 2.800,00 

Differdange 300,00 

Lintgen 300,00 

Luxembourg 1.200,00 

Manternach 300,00 

Mertzig 50,00 

Petange 300,00 

Strassen 300,00 

Useldange 50,00 

Norway 1.550,00 

Aurskog-Holand 300,00 

Frogn 300,00 

Gjerdrum Kommune 300,00 

Hurdal 300,00 

Kragero Kommune 50,00 

Nes 300,00 

Portugal 300,00 

Lagos 300,00 

Sweden 900,00 

Laxa 300,00 

Leksands 300,00 

Orust 300,00 

Switzerland 6.472,69 

Geneva 1.750,00 

Heiden 290,00 

Lancy 581,87 

Montreux 300,00 

Nyon 300,00 

Onex 300,00 

Renens 200,82 

Zurich 2.750,00 

World 78.635,04
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Ambassadors and Campaigners

ambassadors:

In 2011, the General Meeting of the Association 

agreed to nominate 2020 Vision Ambassadors. Several 

candidates were proposed and approved at the General 

Meeting in Geneva in April 2013. 

An Ambassador is an advocate for Mayors for Peace 

and the 2020 Vision Campaign who commits to pro-

mote the mission and goals of the organisation. These 

efforts may take the form of public appearances and 

talks, lobby work, and fundraising events. 

Campaigners:

This year, the 2020 Vision Campaign focused attenti-

vely on solidifying its working relationships with the 

2020 Vision Ambassadors, as well as securing new 

Ambassadors. Further, as of the end of 2013, the Cam-

paign has 27  Vision Campaigners from 22 countries. 

The 2020 Vision Campaigners are local volunteers who 

contribute vital work to the Association, assisting city 

members to become more active within the Campaign, 

and providing information to the general public 

concerning Mayors for Peace and the 2020 Vision 

Campaign. They are often citizens with substantial 

knowledge concerning nuclear disarmament and peace 

movements, as well as experience working within the 

field of nuclear activism. Thus, the Campaigners are an 

essential component of the Campaign-chain, as they 

are responsible for engaging the Association at the 

local level. 

As in 2012, the Campaign has continued to provide se-

veral services for our Campaigners throughout 2013. 

They are consistently invited to join our meetings as 

observers, and we are currently exploring options for 

a more consistent approach to interacting effectively 

with them. 

  Argentina: Micaela Mezzadra     

  Austria: Heidrun Konrad

  Canada: Anna Jaikaran

  Colombia: Bibiana Angel Gonzalez

  Costa Rica: Edine von Herold

  France: Jean-Marie Collin

  Germany: Wolfgang Schlupp-Hauck

  Germany: Xanthe Hall

  Greece: Thanasis Anapolitanos

  Haiti: Frack Simon 

  India: Mathew Thomas

  Iran: Dr. Shahriar Khateri  

  Italy: Lisa Clark

  Mexico: Jorge Nuñez Alba                                                                                                            

  Netherlands: Bert Sweerts  

  Nicaragua: Meybol Damaris

  Norway: Stine Rodmyr

  Norway: Ursula Gelis

  Peru: Lizett Vasquez  

  Senegal: Amadou Coly Gomis    

  Sweden: Meit Krakau

  Turkey: Samil Yalciner  

  UK: Peter Burt  

  UK: George Farebrother

  USA: Marcia Campos

  USA: Melvin Hardy

  USA: Harvey Zendt

CAMPAIGNERS

   Peter Dowding (Australia)

   Yoko Morishita (Japan)

  Juan Diego Florèz (Peru)

  Salahuddin Choudhry (UK)

AMBASSADORS

Manchester, UK, November 13, 2013. Former Lord Mayors Cllr Mark Hackett, Cllr 
Afzal Khan, current Lord Mayor Cllr ul Hassan and Salahuddin Choudhry conferring 
certificate of ambassadorship. (Credit: City of Manchester)
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Thanks and acknowledgments
We would like to thank the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki for their financial and logistical support, along with the member cities that made financial contributions during 
2013. We would also like to thank all Mayors for Peace supporters from member cities, civil society, and NGOs, as well as our staff and volunteers: 

General Meeting of Mayors for Peace 
2020 Vision Campaign Association (as 
of March 2014) 

Mr. Kazumi Matsui, President
Mayor of Hiroshima, Japan

Mr. Thore Vestby, Vice-President
Mayor of Frogn, Norway 

Mr. Julio Pereyra
Mayor of Florencio Varela, Pdt of FAM, 
Argentina

Mr. Brad Pettitt
Mayor of Fremantle, Australia

Mr. Benoît Lutgen
Mayor of Bastogne, Belgium

Mr. Eduardo Paes
Mayor of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Mr. Luciano Rezende
Mayor of Vitória, Brazil

Mr. Nkenfack
Mayor of Fongo Tongo, Cameroon

Mr. Álvaro Jimenéz Cruz
Mayor of Montes de Oro, Costa Rica

Mr. Ivan Knez
Mayor of Biograd na Moru, Croatia

Ms. Aura Saldaña
Mayor of Sabana de la Mar, Dominican 
Republic

Ms. Catherine Margaté 
Mayor of Malakoff, France

Mr. Stefan Schostok 
Lord Mayor of Hannover, Germany

Mr. Tony Chammany
Mayor of Cochin, India

Mr. Khder Kareem
Mayor of Halabja, Iraq

Mr. Itamar Shimoni
Mayor of Ashkelon, Israel

Mr. Samir Darwish
Mayor of Zemir, Israel

Mr. Tomihisa Taue
Mayor of Nagasaki, Japan

Mr. Miguel Ángel Mancera
Mayor of Mexico City, Mexico

Mr. Sadrach Zeledón Rocha 
Mayor of Matagalpa, Nicaragua 

Mr. Marco Álvarez Vargas
Mayor of San Borja, Peru

Ms. Irena Guseva
Mayor of Volgograd, Russia

Mr. Josep Mayoral i Antigas
Mayor of Granollers, Spain

Mr. Guy Morin
Mayor of Basel, Switzerland

Ms. Sadie Docherty
Lord Provost of Glasgow, UK

Mr. Naeem Ul Hassan
Lord Mayor of Manchester, UK

Ms. Ana Olivera 
Mayor of Montevideo, Uruguay

Mr. Donald L. Plusquellic
Mayor of Akron, US

Board of Directors of Mayors for Peace 
2020 Vision Campaign Association (as 
of March 2014) 

The Board meets at least twice each year 
to deal with management issues. 

Mr. Jan Durnez, Chair
Mayor of Ypres, Belgium

Ms. Jasminka Bajlo, Vice-Chair
Mayor's Counsellor and Alternate to the 
mayor of Biograd na Moru, Croatia

Mr. Jean Paul Nanfack
Vice-Mayor and Alternate to the mayor 
of Fongo-Tongo, Cameroon

Mr. Michel Cibot
Chief Administrator and Alternate to the 
mayor of Malakoff, France

Mr. Paul Schneider
Head of the Int. Affairs Unit and Alterna-
te to the mayor of Hannover, Germany

Mr. Khder Kareem
Mayor of Halabja, Iraq

Mr. Kazumi Matsui, President
Mayor of Hiroshima, Japan

Mr. Ricardo Baptista
Executive Director of AALMAC and 
Alternate to the mayor of Mexico City, 
Mexico

Mr. Thore Vestby
Mayor of Frogn, Norway

Ms. Irina Kareva
Vice-Mayor and Alternate to the mayor 
of Volgograd, Russian Federation

Ms. Carme Barbany
Mayor's Counsellor and Alternate to the 
mayor of Granollers, Spain

Mr. Sean Morris
Director, NFLA and Substitute to the 
mayor of Manchester, UK

Mr. Donald L. Plusquellic
Mayor of Akron, Ohio, USA

Mr. Filip Deheegher, Treasurer
Director Peace Department and Alterna-
te to the mayor of Ypres, Belgium

Mr. Aaron Tovish, Secretary
Ex-officio member as International 
Campaign Director

International Secretariat staff (as of 
February 2014)

Aaron Tovish, International Campaign 
Director, Stockholm, Sweden

Matthias Breyne, Secretariat Managing 
Director, Ypres

Lauren Shuler, Communications Assi-
stant, Ypres 

Conny Bertier, Bookkeeping and Finan-
cial administration, Ypres

Esteban Ramirez-Gonzalez, Representa-
tive to the UN, Geneva

Maria Laura Videla, Representative to 
the UN, Vienna

Sarah Maria Koch, Representative to the 
UN, Vienna

Merryll George, Representative to the 
UN, Vienna

Abigail Cruz, Latin American Communi-
cations, Mexico City

Jackie Cabasso, North America Coordi-
nator and Executive Advisor, Oakland

Pol Heanna DHuyvetter, Latin America 
Coordinator and Executive Advisor, Rio 
de Janeiro 

Former staff and volunteers

Andrea Campa, Communications 
Assistant, Ypres

Stephanie Remers, Communications 
Assistant, Ypres

Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision Campaign vzw
International Secretariat 
City Hall, Grote Markt 34, 8900 Ypres, BELGIUM
Phone +32-57-38 89 57 Fax +32-57-23 92 76
E-mail: 2020visioncampaign@ieper.be
www.2020visioncampaign.org

With support of:


