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Bread Not Bombs

The life-sized Tank covered with Bread at the favela Santa Marta, in 
the city of Rio, calls for governments to redirect 10% of the global 
annually military expenditures to fight hunger, eradicate extreme 
poverty, provide better education and healthcare, and to fund urgent 
environmental programs(Credit: Lunae Pacharro). See page 22.
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Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 19th 
2012 - A girl eats a piece of bread 
taken from the life sized Tank in the 
favela Santa Marta during the Rio+20 
United Nations Conference on Sustai-
nable  Development. (Credit: Lunae 
Pacharro)
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Preface
Colleagues!

I write to you from retirement. I served as Mayor of Ypres for fifteen years and Chair of the Board of 
the 2020 Vision Campaign for six. Retirement from the Board is made easier for me by the knowled-
ge that our efforts are at last beginning to bear fruit.  Since the Ypres Campaign Secretariat was 
established, we have worked hard to transform Mayors for Peace into an impressive voice for nuclear 
abolition.  In last year’s report, we celebrated the growth of Mayors for Peace membership to over 
5000 cities representing around one billion people. Since few governments can make such a claim, 
they take note of what we have to say.  And now some are taking action.

Our 2010 conference in Hiroshima called explicitly for a high-level conference on nuclear disarma-
ment.  The first such meeting ever is now scheduled to occur at the United Nations on 26 September 
2013. Cause and effect? Yes and no. “Yes”, in the sense that our lobbyists in New York, Geneva, and 
Vienna worked closely with the diplomats of a number of key countries to get the idea discussed more 
widely, incorporated into resolutions, and finally adopted by the General Assembly without a single 
country opposing. All along, the message of our lobbyists was reinforced in a multitude of ways by 
individual mayors and associations of local governments at the national and regional levels, as well 
as internationally at the NPT PrepCom in Vienna, by the leadership of the 2020 Vision Campaign. 
“No”, in the sense that we have many allies who are pushing in the same direction and it is doubtful our voice alone would have had the 
necessary impact. Our collaboration with diverse allies will no doubt expand in the coming years.

One day in September is, obviously, only a start; this subject merits full-time attention from all levels of government until a nuclear 
weapon free world has been firmly established. Fortunately, our recommendation to take talks outside of the moribund Conference on 
Disarmament has also gained traction. The UN General Assembly has mandated a working group to devote up to three weeks to “deve-
lop proposals for taking forward multilateral negotiations on achieving and maintaining a world free of nuclear weapons”. The Geneva 
disarmament diplomats will at long last – we began this effort in 2005! – be back to work. The Working Group’s report should provide a 
very useful starting point for the heads of government and state gathering on 26 September and for follow-up in the First Committee 
immediately thereafter.  

The task now is to create the optimal conditions for these new fruit to ripen quickly!

Despite the recent progress, there is no denying that too many years have been squandered since 2003 when the 2020 Vision Cam-
paign was launched. In Hiroshima, the General Conference will need to review how we formulate our objective. It has been useful to 
speak in terms of an end date, and it would be a mistake in my opinion to drop ‘2020’, but there is a limit to how much progress we can 
realistically expect the world to squeeze into the remaining years of this decade. The important thing is to have countries legally bind 
themselves to establishing a nuclear weapon free world by a certain date. Of course, the sooner those commitments are fully and finally 
implemented the better, but by refocusing our vision on securing the legal commitments; we can both retain 2020 as our premier date 
and avoid the trap of overly ambitious expectations.

Meanwhile, a thorough reorganization of Mayors for Peace is underway. Rapid growth has put major strains on the Hiroshima Secreta-
riat, making the need to decentralize obvious. I am proud that some of the organizational innovations which the 2020 Vision Campaign 
pioneered are now providing inspiration for this reorganization. Through Associate Membership in the Campaign many new cities have 
been brought into the leadership of Mayors for Peace. Knowing my colleagues in the Campaign Association well now, I am confident 
that the future is bright, and that many new leaders will be inspired to step forward.  

A stronger organizational base could allow the Campaign to take on the broader challenge of “Cities Are Not Targets”, namely any attack 
using explosive force, incendiary means, as well as weapons of mass destruction. As the Mayor of a city that suffered not just a gas at-
tack, but also near total destruction under bombardment, I am acutely aware that despite the passage of nearly one hundred years, this 
is still a life and death matter in many parts of the world today. So, I look forward to seeing old friends and making new ones in Ypres 
on 22 April when we mark the 100th anniversary of the first use of chemical weapons.   Till then,

Luc Dehaene
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Vienna, Austria, April 2012 - Delegates of Mayors for Peace at the PrepCom Vienna 2012. From left: Miho Shimma-Cibot, representative from Malakoff 
and in charge of relationships with Japan for AFCDRP; Steve Leeper, Chair Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation; Alain Rouy, City Councillor, Villejuif 
(France); Wolfgang Schlupp-Hauck, 2020 VC campaigner in Germany; Paul Quilès, Mayor of Cordes-sur-Ciel (France), former Minister of Defence; 
Bernd Strauch, Acting Mayor of Hannover; Michel Cibot, representative of Malakoff (France); Aaron Tovish, 2020VC Director & Executive Advisor; 
Cinthia Heanna, former 2020VC campaigner in Brazil; Paul Burkhard Schneider, Head of International Affairs Unit, City of Hannover; Pol Heanna 
DHuyvetter, 2020VC International Development Director & Executive Advisor. (Credit: Mayors for Peace)

The Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision 
Campaign Association was founded 
in 2007, when the 2020 Vision 

Campaign was already in its third year.  
It was felt the campaign needed its own 
international secretariat, which was 
duly established in Ypres, Belgium. The 
Association is essentially a subcommittee 
of the Executive Conference of Mayors 
for Peace since only Executive Conference 
members can be Executive Members of the 
Campaign Association and only they have 
voting privileges. The work of the subcom-
mittee is augmented by the inclusion of 
Mayors for Peace member cites that are 
not members of the Executive Conferen-
ce; these Associate Members do not have 
voting privileges.  

The Chairman of the Board has the autho-
rity to appoint Associate Members, whose 

membership is then reviewed on an annual 
basis by the General Meeting. In 2012, 
the city of Sabana de la Mar (Dominican 
Republic) was appointed an Associate 
Member. Frogn (Norway) began the year as 
Associate Member, but when it joined the 
Executive Conference of Mayors for Peace, 
its status switched to Executive Member 
of the Campaign Association. Collectively, 
Executive and Associate Members are 
known as ‘leading cities’.

Leadership
Once a year a General Meeting is held 
which sets the policies of the campaign 
and its objectives. It is then the task of 
the Board of Directors to manage the 
campaign activities based on this guidan-
ce from the General Meeting. The Board 
meets twice a year.

The International Secretariat in Ypres, 
Belgium works along with several regional 
offices around the world to implement the 
directions of the Board, monitored by the 
Daily Board, a bi-monthly meeting of the 
Chairman, the Treasurer, the Internatio-
nal Campaign Director and the Secretariat 
Manager.

The Board reports to the General Meeting 
which in turn reports to the Executive 
Conference of Mayors for Peace.  

For a more detailed description of the 
campaign’s structure, please see the 2012 
Progress Report.

Members of the General Meeting and of 
the Board of Directors can be found on the 
back cover.

Structure
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Oslo, Norway, March 5th 2013 - Mayors, staff, and colleagues consult 
during lunch at the inter-governmental Conference on the Catastro-
phic Impact of Nuclear Weapons.  Facing camera, from left to right:  
Mr. Knut Espeland, Mayor of Spydeberg, Norway; Yoko Miyamoto, 
Mayors for Peace; Aaron Tovish, Jackie Cabasso, and Pol DHuyvetter, 
2020 Vision Campaign.  Back to camera, left to right: Mr. Hirotsugu 
Terasaki and interpreter; Prof. Alan Robock, Rutgers University; Krista 
Van Velzen, IKV Pax Christi.  Out of view, Steve Leeper, Hiroshima 
Peace Culture Foundation, and Mayor Thore Vestby, Frogn, Norway 
(who took the photo).

International Campaigning

2012 may come to be remembered as the year the world ‘tur-
ned the corner’ on nuclear weapons. As yet, most people are 
unaware of this potentiality.  But for the 2020 Vision Cam-

paign, which has been working hard for meaningful progress for 
nine years, these first signs are unmistakable – if still tentative.  

The beginning of the end for nuclear weapons is evident by three 
firsts being placed on the 2013 calendar.  

•	 March, Oslo: the first ever inter-government conference on 
the catastrophic consequence of nuclear weapons use, both 
for cities and for the world.

•	 Three weeks in Spring and Summer, Geneva: the first ever 
meeting of a UNGA working group mandated “to develop 
proposals on taking forward multilateral negotiations for 
the achievement and maintenance of a world free of nuclear 
weapons”

•	 26 September, New York: the first-ever summit level meeting 
of the General Assembly devote exclusively to ‘nuclear disar-
mament’.

Each has a history in which the Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision 
Campaign has played a not-insignificant role – a claim only a few 
other groups or countries can make. The future significance of 
each will depend in no small part on our continuing engagement – 
a responsibility we hope many other groups and governments will 
also assume! But first, the histories.

The Road to Oslo

During the early years of the 21st century, an issue which seemed 
to have come and gone with the Cold War re-emerged as a poten-
tial ‘game changer’: nuclear winter. Scientists who had raised the 
nuclear winter issue during the height of the Cold War thought 
it might be time to revisit the science using the far more advance 
climate modeling techniques which had since been applied to 
global warming. To their shock, they found that the old model had 
grossly underestimated the length of the period of diminished 
sunlight. The kind of catastrophic global impacts found in the 
early studies for scenarios involving (rather unrealistically) the 
incinerations of all the major cities of the world were found in the 
new studies for scenarios involving as few as two dozen major 
cities! So, even the arsenals of the ‘lesser’ nuclear armed states 
were sufficient to trigger catastrophic climate change that would 
put one billion people in mortal danger of starvation.  

This injected a second meaning into our slogan, “Cities Are Not 
Targets!” Cities not only reject the role of hostage to nuclear thre-
ats, but also abhor the prospect of being the fuel for catastrophic 
climate change.   

In May 2011, with the backing of the Swiss Government, the 
2020 Vision Campaign held the first seminar on this topic for the 
world’s disarmament diplomats in Geneva. The top scientist and 
top doctor exploring the implications of nuclear famine, Dr. Alan 
Robock (Rutgers University) and Dr. Ira Helfand (IPPNW), laid 
out the climatic and medical consequences of these new findings. 
Then Campaign Director, Aaron Tovish, drew some implications 
for the diplomats’ work:

•	 Multilateralism: the danger posed by nuclear weapons is 
truly global and thus every government has a compelling 
right to be part of the process leading to the elimination of 
that danger.

•	 No defense: the possession of nuclear weapons does nothing 
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Santos, Brazil, August 28th 2012 - Mr. Tomihisa Taue, the Mayor of Nagasaki and Vice President of Mayors for Peace, visited the cities of Santos (first 
Brazilian member of Mayors for Peace as early as September 18th 1984), Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro from August 28th till September 4th 2012. The 
visit marked the 40th anniversary of the sister-city relationship between Nagasaki and Santos and the 50th anniversary of the Brazilian Nagasaki Pre-
fecture association. During the the 3-day visit of the Nagasaki delegation in Santos many activities were planned, including the opening of an atomic 
bomb exhibition by the Mayors and friendly soccer games between the youth football clubs of Nagasaki and Santos. (Credit: Mayors for Peace)

to protect their possessors from the consequences of a 
nuclear conflict between other powers. Thus, nuclear armed 
states have the same incentive to abolish nuclear arms as 
non-nuclear-armed states.

•	 No deterrent: near the threshold for catastrophic clima-
te change, strike and counter-strike do not cause equal 
long-term damage, thus undermining the credibility of the 
counter-striker and, thereby, deterrence itself.

One would think that with the world in such jeopardy and with 
deterrence in tatters, the urgency of getting to a nuclear weapon 
free world would be self-evident. But no, government-wide nucle-
ar posture reviews continue to be conducted without any referen-
ce whatsoever to this new, highly relevant information.  Indeed, 
their nuclear attack damage assessments continue to leave out the 
effects of fire!  

Fortunately, the International Red Cross did take these new 
findings to heart. In November 2011, when Mayors for Peace Pre-
sident Mayor Matsui (Hiroshima) and Vice President Mayor Taue 
(Nagasaki) met with the President of the ICRC in Geneva, they 
were shown the draft of a resolution that would put the ICRC on 
record calling for the abolition of the nuclear weapons and their 
non-use in the meantime. The resolution was, indeed, adopted by 
the Council of Delegates later that month. A year later on, Mayors 
for Peace and the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons (ICAN) representatives were invited to take part in a 
meeting of Red Cross national sections who are implementing this 
resolution; in May 2013 a further Red Cross meeting will be held 

in Hiroshima. Around the world, mayors are working with local 
Red Cross chapters to spread word of the catastrophic consequen-
ces of nuclear weapon use.  And we hope to see more of this in 
2013 and beyond.

Switzerland, speaking on behalf of 34 countries, brought the 
global catastrophic consequences to the attention of the 2012 
UNGA’s First Committee:

… even a “limited nuclear exchange” – in itself a contra-
diction in terms – would cause a global climate chan-
ge with such a serious and long-lasting impact on the 
environment and food production that it could cause a 
global famine affecting over a billion people.

In April 2012, the Norwegian Foreign Minister announced in 
parliament Norway’s intention to host an intern-governmental 
conference on the consequences of nuclear weapon use. Two days 
prior to the governmental conference, a Civil Society Forum will 
be organised by ICAN. Mayors for Peace was involved in both 
events, of course.

2013 UPDATE:  Executive Member Thore Vestby, Mayor of Frogn, 
Norway, represented Mayors for Peace at the Oslo Conference on 
the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons.  One hundred and 
twenty seven countries sent delegations for two days of intensive 
exploration of the subject.  They concluded that the impact of 
even a single nuclear explosion would overwhelm any nation’s 
capacity to assist those not killed instantly, and that multiple use 
would overwhelm the world’s disaster response capacity.  With no 



 Progress Report 2013  Mayors for Peace 2020  • 7

prospect of mitigating the harm, all attention much be focused 
on preventing it.  This last point is likely to be the main focus of a 
follow-on meeting Mexico has pledged to convene.

Shockingly, the five NPT nuclear-weapon states jointly boycotted 
this conference.  In Geneva, the US Ambassador, Laura Kennedy, 
complained that the Oslo meeting was a ‘distraction’ from the (in)
action in the Conference on Disarmament.  While she asserted 
that the nuclear-weapon states were acutely aware of the extra-
ordinary consequences of nuclear war, there is no evidence of 
this whatsoever in the recent US nuclear posture review.  This is a 
matter that US mayors will need to take up with their government 
leaders; as will mayors in the other nuclear-weapon states.  To ei-
ther credit, India and Pakistan did take part in the Oslo meeting.  
Israel and North Korea did not.

The 2020 Vision Campaign participated in the ICAN Conference 
that preceded the government conference.  This gathering bene-
fited from a healthy infusion of youthful energy from around the 
world.  During the “Global Marketplace” portion of the conferen-
ce, the 2020 Vision Campaign poster exhibit attracted people’s 
attention and led to many valuable new contacts.

The Road to Geneva
The 2005 NPT Review Conference had been a bust and the United 
States was systematically preventing any mention of ‘disarma-
ment’ in the 5-year review of the Millennium Development Goals. 
Disarmament diplomats in Geneva were winding up the ninth 
consecutive unproductive year in the Conference of Disarmament 
thanks to US intransigence. Mr. Tovish suggested to several key 
ambassadors that abuse of the Conference of Disarmament’s pro-
cedural veto need no longer be tolerated. The ambassadors began 
exploring his idea of having the UN General Assembly establish a 
working group or groups to do the work the Conference on Disar-
mament (CD) was failing to do. When they arrived in New York, 
they presented the idea to the diplomats there. But the group was 
not ready for the vehemence of the opposition from the nuclear 

weapon states, so the effort went no further.

Under a new President, US obstruction ended and the CD looked 
set to have a productive year in 2010, only to have Pakistan 
assume the role of obstructionist. It was hoped that the successful 
2010 NPT Review Conference and the Treaty on the Non-Prolife-
ration of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) would inspire CD action, but by 
the summer of 2011 it was clear that NPT-non-member Pakistan 
was unmoved. At this point, Mr. Tovish suggested that it might be 
time to revive the 2005 working group idea. He had the support 
this time of the Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom, the Quakers Office in Geneva, Reaching Critical Will, 
and the Lawyer Committee on Nuclear Policy. Again a proposal 
was brought by the Geneva disarmament diplomats to New York.  
Austria, Mexico, and Norway tabled a resolution but, due to in-
sufficient time to garner support, they decided not to bring it to a 
vote. A resolution by Switzerland, South Africa, and the Nether-
lands warning that the CD deadlock would not go unchallenged 
indefinitely was adopted by without opposition.

2012: yet another year squandered at the CD. This time around at 
the General Assembly, Austria, Mexico, and Norway carried the 
day. Success came through a combination of a streamlined resolu-
tion (focused sole on nuclear disarmament) and mounting – to the 
point of bursting – frustration in the CD.  The resolution found 
support from among all the main geopolitical groups, but not full 
support from any.  (The nuclear armed states are not the only ones 
that like to be able to singlehandedly bring talks to a halt if they 
have misgivings about the direction they are taking). Fortunately 
– whether Eastern, Western, or Non-Aligned – such countries are 
in a minority.

So, for three weeks in 2013, the Geneva diplomats will, for the 
first time ever, be doing what they ought to have been doing all 
along: working out how to eliminate the nuclear threat.

2013 UPDATE:  An organizational meeting of UN member states 
was held on 14 March.  Costa Rican Ambassador Manuel Dengo 
has been elected to chair the ‘Open-Ended Working Group.”  

How can Nuclear Weapons causes Catastrophic Climate 
Change? 

All major climate change causes disruption of human and 
biological systems.  
•	 Natural climate change occurs over hundreds or thousands 

of years.  
•	 Global warming induced by the heavy use of hydrocarbons 

by large, modern societies occurs over tens or hundreds or 
years.  

•	 When climate change occurs in one to ten years, it is consi-
dered catastrophic, since it leaves little or no time for society 
and natural systems to mitigate it and adapt to it.  

While there are extremely rare natural phenomena that can 
trigger catastrophic climate change – large meteor impacts and 
super-volcanic-eruptions – there is only one way humans can 
cause it: nuclear war.
A cause-and-effect sequence leads to catastrophic climate 
change:
1. A nuclear explosion over a city ignites a firestorm that incine-

rates a large area of the city
2. The super-hot smoke from the firestorm rises to the top of 

the lower atmosphere

3. Solar heating lofts the smoke into the upper atmosphere 
and keeps it there for many years

4. Winds in the upper atmosphere distribute the smoke 
worldwide in a matter of months

5. The absorption of sunlight by the smoke means that Earth 
below is denied warmth

6. This solar warmth deficit causes global temperatures  to 
drop steadily from year to year 

7. Deepening cold shortens growing seasons and severe 
draughts lead to prolonged food shortages

8. Food supplies becomes unaffordable for the poor and for 
nations that rely heavily on imports

9. Nutritional levels drop worldwide and those already living 
hand-to-mouth starve to death

The severity of the impact is determined by how many cities are 
incinerated.  In a ‘limited’ nuclear war, in which the total urban 
area burned is equivalent to 100 times the area burnt in Hiroshi-
ma, around a billion people would succumb to starvation – this 
is known as ‘nuclear famine’.  If all the weapons currently kept 
ready for use on ten-minute’s warning by the United States and 
the Russian Federation were used, far fewer than a billion peo-
ple would survive, perhaps fewer than a million – this is known 
as ‘nuclear winter’. 
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The Road to New York
While the 2010 NPT Review Conference was widely hailed as a 
success, those who had followed its deliberations closely could 
not help but be disappointed by the absence of a comprehensive 
approach to the establishment of a nuclear weapon free world. In 
the relevant committee, a comprehensive approach had been part 
of the draft document up until the final day; it would have man-
dated the UN Secretary General to convene a conference to “agree 
on a road map for the complete elimination of nuclear weapon, 
including by means of a universal, legal instrument”. The nuclear-
weapon states had shrewdly kept quiet about this proposal until 
all other parts of the document were agreed upon.  All five of them 
in quick succession then said it had to go or the entire agreement 
was off … and they got their way.

Mayors for Peace held a Conference a few months later at which it 
was decided to not get caught in such a position again. A “high-
level special conference” on establishing a nuclear weapon free 
world should be convened with or without the blessings of the 
NPT review process, the CD, or any other UN body if need be. 
With this objective in mind, in 2011, Mayors for Peace worked 
closely with the Uruguayan delegation at the United Nations in 
convening three meeting on this topic. This effort faltered when 
the mistake was made of prematurely involving the nuclear-
weapon states.  

But around this time another effort was taking off.  At the Non-
Aligned Movement’s Ministerial Meeting in Bali in May 2011, a 
separate Statement on the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons 
was issue. It concluded: 

The Ministers, in the framework of the 50th anniversary of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, declared their firm commitment to work 
for convening a high level international conference to identify 
ways and means of eliminating nuclear weapons at the earliest 
possible date, with the objective of an agreement on a phased 
program for the complete elimination of nuclear weapons with a 
specified framework of time, to prohibit their development, pro-
duction, acquisition, testing, stockpiling, transfer, use or threat of 
use, and to provide for their destruction. 

This went largely unnoticed until 33 Latin American and Carib-
bean Heads of Government meeting in Caracas, December 2011, 
adopted this same ‘firm commitment’. At this point, Mayors for 
Peace was one of the few groups recognizing its significance and 
drawing attention to it at every opportunity. Then in August 
2012, 30 more heads of government and state undertook the ‘firm 

NPT Review Process 

Article VI of the Non-Proliferation Treaty obliges State Parties 
to negotiate nuclear disarmament. Since its inception in 
2003, the 2020 Vision Campaign, concerned about the lack of 
good faith being shown in pursuit of nuclear disarmament, 
has closely tracked the treaty’s review process. With the 
2015 review cycle getting under way in Vienna in May, the 
Campaign Association held its 2012 General Meeting there.  
The 5000-cities commemorative exhibit was opened by the 
Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the Vienna Interna-
tional Center just outside the NPT Preparatory Committee’s 
venue. Around a big table in front of the exhibit, the mayors 
met throughout the week with delegation after delegation 
pressing for a special disarmament conference and stressing 
the need for high-level leadership. Mayors Matsui and Taue 
participated in the NGO presentation to the Preparatory 
Committee. 
The second Preparatory Committee meeting will be held 
in Geneva at the end of April 2013. With the 2013 calendar 
already packed with other inter-governmental meetings on 
nuclear disarmament (see accompany section), this meeting 
will not be accorded the usual undivided attention. Still it will 
be valuable opportunity to underscore in the context of the 
treaty review the requirement of ‘good faith’ in the pursuit 
of nuclear disarmament, meaning in 2013 constructive 
participation in the UNGA Working Group and in the UNGA 
Summit – and the Conference on Disarmament, should it 
reach agreement on a work programme. There should be no 
doubt among the nuclear armed states and their allies that 
they will be held strictly accountable before the entire world 
on this score.

Brasilia, Brazil, November 21st 2012 - During a meeting at the Brazilian 
Presidential Palace, the Palacio de Planalto. 1,000 Hiroshima Peace 
Cranes and a letter of the ICAN Hiroshima Youth Committee were 
delivered to President Dilma Rousseff. The 1,000 Hiroshima Peace 
Cranes delivery in Brazil is part of a global Paper Crane project of the 
International Campaign for the Abolition of Nuclear weapons (ICAN). 
All the heads of state receive the 1,000 Peace Cranes with a letter of 
the Hiroshima Youth mobilizing support for the Nuclear Weapons 
Convention. (Credit: Mayors for Peace)
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commitment’ at the Non-Aligned Movement Summit in Tehran. 
At that point, NAM’s Working Group on Nuclear Disarmament, 
chaired by Indonesia, decided to sponsor the UNGA resolution 
for a one-day, high-level special session of the General Assembly. 
It gained worldwide support; only four nuclear armed states – to 
their eternal disgrace! – abstained.

After these three ‘destinations’, now what?

There was no master plan to bring all these initiatives to fruition 
in the same year. But, fate would have it, they have lined up in 
perfect order. The Oslo Conference has underscored, as no prior 
inter-governmental conference has before, the extreme peril 
nuclear ‘security’ policies pose to humanity and the environment 
that sustains us, and thus the imperative to work with an acute 
sense of urgency to remove this threat. 

The Geneva Working Group will be able to report not just to the 
First Committee, but also to a UNGA Summit. The Summit will be 
able to provide further guidance and impetus to the First Com-

mittee so that it can outdo itself again in 2013.   

The Working Group should meet for at least three months in 
2014 and be mandated to make preparations for negotiations; 
and UNGA Summits on nuclear disarmament should be held 
regularly until a nuclear weapon free world is fully established. 
With the right encouragement and if all goes well, by the end 
of 2013 the world will have at last returned to the natural and 
humane way forward identified in the very first resolution of the 
UNGA in 1946: “the elimination from national armaments of 
atomic weapons and of all other major weapons adaptable to mass 
destruction.”

Syrian Cities Are Targeted, 

Mayors Speak Out

2012 saw a steady deterioration of the political situation in 
Syria.  The Assad regime countered peaceful protests that 
sprang up in 2011 with ever greater police and military 
force.  In 2012, more and more dissidents resorted to force in 
response.  Violence escalated to the point of indiscriminate 
bombardment by artillery and from the air (the latter exclusi-
vely of the regime), but also by improvised explosive devices, 
car bombs, and suicide bombers (the latter exclusively by 
extremist insurgents).  

For the cities of Syria this has meant unrelenting death and 
destruction.  In September, Kadir Topbaş, Mayor of Istan-
bul, and President of United Cities and Local Governments 
(UCLG) issued a statement -- in line with UCLG’s  adoption in 
2007 and 2010 of our ‘Cities Are Not Targets!’ stance -- expres-
sing:

“the solidarity of the local authorities around the world with 
the local authorities in Syria... We would like to call for a halt 
of violence and protection of civilian lives as we are convin-
ced more bloodshed is not the answer… We encourage the 
international community to provide humanitarian aid and to 
deploy all necessary diplomatic means to lead to a solution.”

Whether too little or too late, international efforts made no 
headway in getting the opposing sides to recognize that a 
diplomatic solution was preferable to all out war.  In Decem-
ber, the mayoral leadership of the 2020 Vision Campaign also 
issued a statement condemning the wanton violence against 
city residents.  This was prompted by mounting concern that 
chemical weapons might be resorted to next.  The 2020 VC 
statement linked the ‘Cities Are Not Targets!’ theme to the 
plans by the 2010 Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conferen-
ce for a 2012 inter-governmental conference on the Middle 
East. 

“We strongly support the creation of a Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Free Zone in the Middle East and strongly urge 
all countries in the region to declare without further delay 
their readiness to participate in a conference on this topic ...  
If successful in establishing a new zone, it would serve as an 
inspiring model for creating a Nuclear Weapon Free World…”

In a more somber vein, Mayor Dehaene of Ypres and Mayor 
Khder of Halabja, writing jointly on this subject, had the 

following to say:

“Over fifty thousand people perished in the fire which consu-
med a large part of Tokyo. … So, on August 6th it was only an 
amoral baby step from conventional firebombing to atomic 
bombing. ” 

“In the Iran-Iraq War, Iraq soon began bombarding Iranian 
cities while also using chemical weapons on the battlefield. It 
was only an amoral baby step to using chemical weapons on 
Kurdish Iraqi cities … “ 

“After how many tens of thousands of deaths caused by daily 
aerial and artillery bombardment will that amoral baby step 
be taken by the Syrian Government? President Obama has 
declared this a ‘red-line’.  But the red-line – attacking popu-
lated areas with explosive force has already been crossed. 
Thus, our organization’s statement – if cities will not stand up 
for cities, then who will?”

UPDATE 2013:  Some sort of chemical-based weapon was 
used in a town outside Aleppo on 24 March. Suspicions have 
been cast upon an opposition extremist group that had 
earlier overrun a chlorine production facility.

Hazzeh, Syria, January 13th 2013 - Government shelling of the 
town of Hazzeh east of Damascus is reported to have killed at 
least nine people including a number of children, as the Syrian 
regime pressed an offensive against rebels. (Credit: AFP)
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Membership Development

Despite the decision in 2011 not 
to launch any more international 
membership drives, Mayors for 

Peace membership surpassed 5500 cities 
in January 2013. On March 31st 2013 the 
network counted 5587 members in 156 
countries and regions. Over 400 cities 
joined in 2012, continuing a long streak of 
over a city-a-day on average.

The fabulous influx of Japanese cities, sin-
ce membership was opened to them four 
years ago, continues to dominate mem-
bership growth. Over the same, outside 
Japan, Mayors for Peace welcomed many 
new member cities -- 550 in 2009, 625 in 
2010, 457 in 2011, and 239 in 2012. Three 
countries first joined the our network 
in 2012; Mayors for Peace would like to 
welcome all new members and thank them 
for joining the cause of nuclear weapons 
abolition. 
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Country Newly Joined

Argentina 10

Austria 6

Belgium 2

Benin 1

Bolivia 1

Brazil 18

Canada 2

Chile 17

Colombia 6

Croatia 1

Djibouti * 1

Dominican Republic 26

Ecuador 2

El Salvador 1

Country Newly Joined

France 4

Germany 9

Haiti 1

Iceland 1

Iran 6

Italy 11

Japan 163

Kazakhstan 10

Madagascar * 7

Mexico 11

Netherlands 39

Norway 3

Paraguay 11

Peru 3

Country Newly Joined

Philippines 1

Portugal 4

Republic of Somalia * 1

Slovenia 3

South Korea 3

Spain 2

Sweden 3

Switzerland 1

Thailand 3

United Kingdom 3

Uruguay 1

USA 4

Total 402

* first membership in 2012

New member cities 2012 per country

Membership growth per continent: Total member cities
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Dakar, Senegal, December 2012 - A cross section of African Mayors at the United Cities and 
Local Governments (UCLG) World Council, held on 4-6 December in Dakar. The World Council is 
the highest policy-making body of UCLG, and meets on an annual basis. The meetings gather 
around 500 local and regional government representatives, focussing on priorities for the World 
Organization and include political debates on the crucial issues of the international agenda 
impacting local authorities directly. (Credit: Mayors for Peace)

AfriCA (328 → 338)

Cameroon (82 → 82)
Cameroon applied to host one of the 500 
exhibitions for nuclear weapons campai-
gns, the first country in Africe to organi-
zae such an event.  In anticipation of the 
exhibition, a press conference was held in 
Yaoundé.

Having received legitimation from authori-
ties in Cameroon, the African network for 
Mayors for Peace got its official recognition 
under the international association called 
Coordination of African Mayors for Peace 
and Development (CAMPAD). 

The headquarter of the association was 
established in Yaoundé with Mayor Tsa-
kem Daniel as founding president, Jean 
Paul Nanfack as permanent secretary and 
Yumiko Shinya, a Japanese peace volunte-
er, as treasurer.

CAMPAD was created in the spirit of a re-
commendation coming from the Hannover 
committee, wherein regional autonomy is 
encouraged in order to render activities 
more pertinent locally.

Senegal (72 → 72)
A delegation of CAMPAD took part in Afri-
cites, a continental forum with more than 
1000 mayors attending from the 2 to 8 De-
cember 2012 in Dakar, Senegal. During the 
Dakar trip, Jean Paul Nanfack, permanent 
secretary of CAMPAD held discussions 
with mayors from Gambia, Senegal, Benin, 

Gabon, Malawi, Mozambique and Togo on 
how to import the activities of the associa-
tion into these countries. African Mayors 
were of the opinion that peace in the conti-
nent is a tool for development, but recalled 
their inability to travel to international 
forums due to lack of funds. Jean Paul 
Nanfack encouraged them to cultivate in-
terest in nuclear weapons issues, recalling 
that Mayors for Peace worldwide needs 
the active support of African mayors. Two 
important issues dominated the discussion 
in Dakar:

First, the organisation of international 
meetings involving Africa and the rest of 
the world to sensitize international opi-
nion about the danger of nuclear weapons 
and raise funds for CAMPAD;

Second, the proposal to organise the 
first African forum for Mayors for Peace. 
Two countries gave their candidatures to 
host the event: Ivory Coast, supported by 
Dr. Agnes Monnet (Mayor of Agou), and 
Gabon, supported by Nicole Moussavou 
(director at the ministry in charge of 
decentralisation).

AsiA (1524 → 1700)

Iran (21 → 27)
In August 2012, a delegation from Tehran 
Peace Museum visited Hiroshima to par-
ticipate in the peace memorial ceremony 
in Hiroshima which was held on the 6th 
of August. On August 7th, the delegation 
met with Mr. Kazumi Matsui, Mayor of 
Hiroshima and president of Mayors for 
Peace. On that day the envoy of Mr. Qa-
libaf, Mayor of Tehran handed a message 
to Mayor Matsui. In his message, Mayor 
Qalibaf  reiterated that through Mayors 
for Peace activities and the 2020 Vision 
Campaign, mayors should work together 

Activities
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Hiroshima, Japan, January 13th 2012 - On January 13 and 14, the first Japanese member cities 
meeting was held in Hiroshima. 131 participants from 88 cities including 41 mayors discussed 
on how to promote the activities of Mayors for Peace in Japan, based on the decisions made 
during the Executive Conference in November 2011. The final document was adopted inclu-
ding a request for the Japanese government to work towards the early realization of a nuclear 
weapons convention. Later, the request was submitted to the Japanese national government by 
Mayor Matsui of Hiroshima and the director of Tokyo office of the city of Nagasaki on January 26 
(Credit: Mayors for Peace).

Hiroshima, Japan, August 7th 2012 - The Iranian 
delegation from the Tehran Peace Museum 
during their meeting with Mayor Kazumi 
Matsui of Hiroshima to boost the international 
cooperation between Iranian Mayors and the 
world. (Credit: Mayors for Peace)

to eradicate inhuman weapons, especially 
atomic bombs, from the world.

In November 2012, a delegation from 
IPPNW (International Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War) visited Iran to 
attend a series of meetings and events or-
ganised by the Iranian affiliate of IPPNW: 
PSR-Iran. During their stay in Tehran, the 
IPPNW delegation met with mayors of 
Central Tehran and Northern Tehran and 
discussed further collaboration between 
mayors in the framework of Mayors for Pe-
ace; both mayors expressed their commit-
ment to work for peace and to contribute 
in the Mayors for Peace movement.

The Iranian Secretariat of Mayors for Pe-
ace, located in the Tehran Peace Museum, 

is continuing to recruit more mayors and 
to organise more events and activities to 
raise awareness about the humanitarian 
consequences of nuclear weapons and 
other WMD, to work with the other mem-
ber cities toward the elimination of such 
weapons, and to bring peace for citizens.

Japan (1085 → 1248)
In Japan, 163 municipalities joined Mayors 
for Peace and the total membership by the 
end of 2012 reached 1,248, which accounts 
for 71.6% of all municipalities in Japan, 
and over three quarters of the population 
of Japan.

In January, a meeting of Mayors for Peace 
Japanese Member Cities, the first ever 

such meeting was held in Hiroshima with 
the aim of enhancing initiatives of Mayors 
for Peace in Japan. The meeting was atten-
ded by 131 people (of which 41 were heads 
of municipal governments) from 88 muni-
cipalities across Japan. There was a lively 
exchange of opinions on how to promote 
Mayors for Peace activities in Japan, and a 
final document was adopted that included 
a request for the Japanese government 
to work towards the early realization of a 
nuclear weapons convention. Later that 
month, the request was submitted to the 
Japanese national government by Mayor 
Matsui of Hiroshima.

In May, Mayor Matsui and Mayor Taue of 
Nagasaki visited Vienna, Austria, as part 
of the Mayors for Peace delegation to the 
first Preparatory Committee Meeting for 
the NPT Review Conference. Mayor Taue 
delivered a speech at the NGO session, 
emphasizing the realities of the atomic 
bombings and the inhumanity of nuclear 
weapons as well as urging government 
representatives to make greater effort to 
achieve agreement on nuclear-weapon-
free zones and a global nuclear weapons 
convention. Speaking at the NGO session, 
holding a workshop, and talking infor-
mally with ambassadors and UN officials, 
both Mayors communicated messages 
from the A-bombed cities, requesting 
greater efforts for the abolition of nuclear 
weapons. They also requested support for 
Mayors for Peace activities and invited 
the NPT Review Conference to Hiroshi-
ma. During this period, the Mayors for 
Peace Poster Exhibition commemorating 
the 5,000-city milestone was displayed at 
Vienna International Centre and Vienna 
City Hall, and a certificate representing 
the 478,303 signatures collected thus far 
in the petition drive calling for a nuclear 
weapons convention were submitted to Mr. 
Peter Woolcott, chairman of the Prepara-
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Cochin/Kochi, India, March 2013: The Indian city 
of Cochin/Kochi joins the 2020 Vision Campaign 
Association as an Associate Member. At the same 
time Mr. Thomas Mathew joins the Campaign as 
a 2020 Vision Campaigner. On the right mayor 
Tony Chammany of Cochin/Kochi next to thomas 
Mathew, Chairman of the International Associa-
tion of Religious Freedom (IARF) and 2020 Vision 
Campaigner, and Ms. Merryl Maria George, UN Re-
presentative of the 2020 Vision Campaign. (Credit: 
Mayors for Peace)

tory Committee Meeting. Prior to his visit 
to Vienna, Mayor Taue visited Croatia’s 
capital, Zagreb, and met with President 
Ivo Josipovic, asking him to encourage 
Croatian cities to hold 5000-Member Mi-
lestone Poster Exhibitions and to support 
the petition calling for a nuclear weapons 
convention.

On the occasion of the 67th anniversary 
of the A-bombings, the Mayors of Hiro-
shima and of Nagasaki presented their 
2012 Peace Declarations on August 6 
and 9, respectively. The Hiroshima Peace 
Declaration mentioned that 2012 was the 
30th anniversary of the establishment of 
Mayors for Peace that our membership 
exceeded 5,300 cities, and the 8th General 
Conference of Mayors for Peace will take 
place in Hiroshima next August.

On September 21, celebrating the UN-de-
signated International Day of Peace, Hiro-
shima and other Japanese cities including 
Nagasaki, Kashiba, Matsue and Tokaimura 
observed a minute of silence. This initia-
tive was led by the City of Montreal, a 

Mayors for Peace executive city.

From September 28th to October 1st, the 
UN Disarmament Fellows, a group of 25 
young diplomats from around the world, 
visited Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In Hiro-
shima, they received a briefing on Mayors 
for Peace and the development of its 2020 
Vision Campaign from Mr. Steve Leeper, 
Chairman of the Hiroshima Peace Culture 
Foundation.

This fall, the main focus of the Mayors for 
Peace Secretariat has been preparations 
for the 8th General Conference to be held in 
Hiroshima from August 3 to 6, 2013. The 
General Conference is held by Hiroshima 
or Nagasaki in turns every four years. 
The agenda includes the Action Plan, the 
future of the 2020 Vision Campaign, and 
measures to strengthen the management 
of our organisation. The Secretariat held a 
number of meetings between January and 
July with working-level staff of Mayors 
for Peace executive cities to discuss the 
management of Mayors for Peace, in what 
is known as the Hannover Process.

Throughout the year, Mayors for Peace 
Japan continued collecting signatures to 
support the petition calling for a nucle-
ar weapons convention. During 2012, 
276,700 signatures were collected and as 
mentioned above, they were among the 
signatures submitted to the United Na-
tions. The 5,000-Member Milestone Poster 
Exhibition was held in over 200 cities in 
Japan.

europe (2323 → 2452)

Austria (95 →108)
Austrian membership surpassed the one-
hundred-cities mark in 2012, representing 
now over a third of the country’s popu-
lation.  Special thanks goes to Heidrun 
Konrad and her Soroptimist colleagues for 
approaching mayors across the country for 
the third year running.

In May, Vienna City Hall hosted the world 
premier of the ‘5000 Cities Commemo-
rative Poster Exhibit.’  The opening was 
attended by City Hall officials and the 
Mayors for Peace delegation to the NPT 
Preparatory Committee meeting, where 
the exhibit also went on display.  The City 
Hall opening coincided with a conference 
hosted by Vienna and organized by the 
International Network of Engineers and 
Scientists Against Proliferation entitled 
“The role of the IAEA – Nuclear power after 
Fukushima.”  Several Mayors for Peace 
members and city representative took part 
in the conference. 

UPDATE 2013 India 

Mayors for Peace welcomed 2013 with 
two very important and noteworthy 
developments in South Asia:

•	 Cochin/Kochi became the first Asso-
ciate City for the 2020 Vision Cam-
paign in South Asia.

•	 Mr. Thomas Mathew, Chairman of the 
International Association of Religious 
Freedom (IARF) South Asian Coordi-
nating Council became the first 2020 
Vision Campaigner in India.

One of the UN Representatives of the 
2020 Vision Campaign, Ms. Merryl 
Maria George, during a visit to India 
met with the Mayor of Cochin/Kochi, 
Mr. Tony Chammany and Mr. Thomas 

Mathew, Chairman of the International 
Association of Religious Freedom (IARF) 
South Asian Coordinating Council. The 
proposal of Cochin/Kochi becoming 
an Associate City for the 2020 Vision 
Campaign was presented to the Mayor 
and the responsibilities associated 
with the 2020 Vision Campaigner were 
discussed with Mr. Thomas Mathew. The 
respective proposal and responsibilities 
were accepted with great pleasure and 
enthusiasm. Special mention has to be 
made of the role played by Mr. Thomas 
Mathew in the Associate City initiative 
also. We look forward to expanding Ma-
yors for Peace initiatives and activities in 
South Asia through these encouraging 
first steps. (See photo above).
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Brussels, Belgium, July 2012 - The Global Zero Now bicycle tour delivering a letter of Mayors for Peace arrives at the Nato headquarter in Brussels. 
(Credit: Wolfgang Schlupp-Hauck)

The understanding work of the Mayors for 
Peace UN Representatives in Vienna in 
hosting the Mayors for Peace delegation 
is noted in the section on 2020 Vision 
Campaigner and U.N. Representatives 

(page 27).

Belgium (376 → 378)
Belgium continues to play a crucial role in 
Mayors for Peace and more specifically in 
the 2020 Vision Campaign Association. It 
has three leading cities within the organi-
sation (Bastogne, Brussels and Ypres), of 
which Ypres is the host city of the Interna-
tional Secretariat of the campaign.

It has its own national chapter of Mayors 
for Peace. The number of member cities in 
Belgium did not rise a lot, in fact only two 
members joined recently. But with over 
70% of the cities and communities in Bel-
gium already being a member, it’s among 
the highest rates of all countries represen-
ted in Mayors for Peace.

Due to several reasons, a high percentage 
of memberships does not always reflect in 
a high financial contribution; but it does 
in Belgium.  Belgium contributed about 

34,000 euro, even more than last year. Bel-
gium is, with only 10 million inhabitants, 
the largest contributor to the campaign, 
after Japan. This excellent result is the 
hard work of the International Secretariat, 
in collaboration with Mayors for Peace 
Belgium and the leading cities of Bastogne 
and Brussels.

The elections in October 2012, led to shifts 
in several important city halls in Belgium: 
most important is that the City of Ypres 
now has a new mayor. The previous Mayor, 
Luc Dehaene, retired after many years of 
excellent work. Mr. Dehaene, who was also 
the Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
was the man who brought the secretariat 
to Ypres. He was, and still is, one of the 
biggest supporters of the campaign and 
the organisation.  We would like to thank 
him for his hard work and endless dedica-
tion to the campaign and Mayors for Peace. 
(Please see his departing remarks in the 
Preface.)

2013 UPDATE: Ypres’s new mayor, Jan 
Durnez, promised to take up the reigns 
of his predecessor, and was elected Chai-
rman of the Board, on April 4 2013. 

Ingrid Pira (Mayor of Mortsel) is also 

no longer mayor and so no longer the 
president of MfP Belgium. After municipal 
elections, a new mayor was elected in Ba-
stogne: Mr. Benoit Lutgen. In the coming 
months it will become clear what role he 
and other mayors are willing to play and 
how MfP Belgium will evolve.

Activities: 

In Belgium, as in many other countri-
es around the world, Mayors for Peace 
commemorated the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Events were held 
all around the country.

As noted in our previous Progress Report, 
a delegation of the City of Ypres and 
Mayors for Peace travelled to Kazakhstan 
in March 2012, in order to strengthen 
relations. The delegation was led by Mayor 
Dehaene. (See Croatia and Kazakhstan 
reports below).

The city of Ypres is organising an art 
project in which over 30 member cities will 
participate. Every city will ask an artist to 
make a piece of art within the wider theme 
of Nuclear weapons. These pieces will be 
exhibited in Ypres, Bastogne, and Brussels 
in 2013. The treasurer of the Association, 
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Biograd na Moru, Croatia, August 6th 2012 - Mayor Knez and other MfP mayors during the com-
memoration of Hiroshima and Nagasaki Day. (Credit: City of Biograd na Moru)

Filip Deheegher, is the organiser of this 
event.

In the upcoming years, several projects 
will be organised and supported by the se-
cretariat, the cities of Ypres and Bastogne 
and MfP Belgium to commemorate WWI, 
100 years later.

Croatia  (31 → 32)
2012 has been an important year for Ma-
yors for Peace in Croatia. The year started 
with the Biograd na Moru representative 
attending the first Hannover Process mee-
ting in Hannover where new directions in 
the organisation were discussed.  

Biograd na Moru was among the few 
Mayors for Peace cities chosen to visit Ka-
zakhstan in March 2012 at the invitation 
of the Kazakhstan Government. Mayor 
Knez and his representative attended 
meetings and visited the Semipalantinsk 
Nuclear test site, the primary testing ve-
nue for the Soviet Union’s nuclear weapons 
program. The Mayors for Peace delegation 
also attended the opening of a Mayors for 
Peace office in Semey, Kazakhstan, and 
took part in the meeting with the Foreign 
Minister at the Department of Foreign 
Affairs in Astana, Kazakhstan.

Mayor Knez organised a reception of Ma-
yors for Peace with the President of Cro-
atia, Mr. Ivo Josipović, at The President’s 
residence in Zagreb on April 30, 2012. The 
Japanese delegation from Nagasaki headed 
by Mayor Taue attended the reception 
together with Mayor Thore Vestby from 

Frogn, Norway; Aaron Tovish, 2020 Vision 
Campaign Director; Mayor Knez and 
Jasminka Bajlo, Foreign Affairs  counsellor 
of Biograd na Moru; Philippe Deheegher 
from Ypres, Belgium, Treasurer of 2020 
Vision Campaign; and Mayor Mario 
Barković from Otočac, Croatian Mayors for 
Peace member city. The plan and aim of the 
organisation was explained to President 
Josipović by Aaron Tovish and the Presi-
dent agreed to help put the plan forward. 
The same delegation attended a meeting 
with all city hall delegates of Zagreb lead 
by the Deputy Mayor of Zagreb.  

Mayor Knez and his delegation were 
present at the 9th Mayors for Peace General 
Meeting and Board of Directors in Vienna 
in May. In July, Biograd na Moru sent 
its representative to the next Hannover 
Process meeting in Frogn, Norway, to con-
tinue the discussions of the organisation’s 
changes which would be presented at the 
General Conference in Hiroshima in 2013.

Upon the request of Biograd na Moru, the 
city of Nagasaki sent Biograd a brick from 
the Cathedral in Nagasaki destroyed du-
ring the atomic bomb attack on Nagasaki.  
Mayor Knez took the brick to Vukovar and 
placed it in the new Vukovar Peace Centre 
together with President Ivo Josipović who 
placed a stone given to the former Presi-
dent of Croatia by the city of Hiroshima. 
This took place at the beginning of June 
upon invitation from President Josipović.  
Vukovar suffered many casualties and 
extensive damage when it came under su-
stained Serbain attack in November 1991.

As a customary practice, every year Bio-
grad na Moru organised a commemoration 
ceremony on August 6. All Mayors for 
Peace cities placed lanterns in a fountain 
located next to the crane statute on the 
Biograd waterfront. Many participants 
were present, locals and foreigners. Bio-
grad and Zagreb have agreed to hold the 
A-bomb Exhibitions in autumn of 2013. 

France (136 → 140)
It has to be underlined that 2012 was 
an election year in the country, with 
French citizens voting both to elect their 
President and members of Parliament.  
Obviously, this impacted the work of 
Mayors for Peace France and its partners. 

Back in 2011, when Mayors for Peace 
France held its annual meeting, member 
cities insisted on the fact that it was cru-
cial for nuclear disarmament to be among 
the issues debated during the campaign. 
Being usually silent on the subject, each 
presidential candidate ought to clarify his/
her views on France’s position on nuclear 
disarmament and tell what would be her/
his policy on this matter if she/he were 
elected.  This was seen as an opportunity 
to raise public awareness on the subject. 
In March 2012, it was decided to ask them 
those questions through a public letter 
signed collectively by Mayors for Peace and 
other organisations involved with ICAN in 
France. Only a few candidates gave a de-
tailed answer, some through their website 
or national newspapers and most of them 
were in favour of maintaining deterrence 
indefinitely.  On the other hand, a survey 
conducted by our partner Le Mouvement 
de la Paix, a French pacifist organisation, 
showed that 81% of French people wanted 
nuclear weapons to be abolished. 

Among other actions taken to start the 
debate on nuclear weapons, Mayor Paul 
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Quilès, former Minister of defence and 
member of Mayors for Peace since 2009 
(village of Cordes-sur-Ciel, Tarn), publi-
shed a book on the subject, titled “Nuclear 
weapons: a French lie”. The book, very 
short, presents Mayor Quilès’ views on 
nuclear disarmament and presents Mayors 
for Peace’s work as well as PNND’s and 
Global Zero’s, organizations he supports.

In May, Mayor Quilès took part in the 
Mayors for Peace delegation in Vienna for 
the 1st Preparatory Committee of the 2015 
NPT RevCon, along with representatives 
of the cities of Malakoff (one of Mayors for 
Peace Vice-President cities and Executive 
Member of the 2020 Vision Campaign) and 
Villejuif (Val-de-Marne).

Mayors for Peace France was glad to 
welcome its first 2020 Vision Campaigner 
Jean-Marie Collin. Jean-Marie is an expert 
in nuclear disarmament and also in charge 
of the French chapter of PNND. He will 
work closely with the office in Malakoff 
to increase membership and help with 
communications.

September was a busy month. It is now 
a tradition for member cities to host 
events for the International Day of Peace 
(September 21st), some having decided to 
celebrate Peace for a whole month.  Mayors 
for Peace France organised the visit of Ms. 
Kyoko Hama, a Hibakusha from Hiroshi-
ma. Ms. Hama survived both Osaka’s and 
Hiroshima’s bombings.  In Angers, several 
mayors, not familiar with the issue of nu-
clear disarmament, attended Ms. Hama’s 
conference and pledged to join Mayors 
for Peace in 2013.  Carrières-sous-Poissy 
started its celebration of Peace Day with 
Ms. Hama’s visit and hosted the exhibit 
“Drawings of Hibakusha” in the City Hall 
for two weeks. The city also involved its 
schools with the children planting Peace 
trees and releasing balloons on September 

26. The Mayor, Mr. Eddie Aït, also an-
nounced that he will participate to Mayors 
for Peace General Conference in 2013.  Ms. 
Hama participated in a soul-stirring confe-
rence in Vaulx-en-Velin (Rhône).

The city of Dijon (Burgundy) hosted a 
symposium organised by the University 
of Burgundy with the support of Mayors 
for Peace France on the subject of “Peace 
and Constitutions”. Several distinguished 
professors from around the world parti-
cipated. Along with the symposium, the 
University of Burgundy hosted the exhibit 
“The A-bomb and Humanity”. The exhibit 
was then moved to Latitude 21, a famous 
cultural place of Dijon, where it stayed for 
more than a month.

In October, Mayors for Peace France held 
its annual meeting in Paris City Hall. A 
lot of peace related issues were discussed, 
such as how to raise awareness about 
nuclear weapons among citizens. The city 
of Aubagne, president of AFCDRP/Mayors 
for Peace France, presented its project to 
host, in close collaboration with the city of 
Granollers (Spain), a Conference of Medi-
terranean Mayors for Peace members some 
time during Fall 2013. The project is fully 
supported by member cities and a working 
group has been set up. 

Along with Mayors for Peace 8th General 
Conference in August, the Mediterranean 
Mayors for Peace Conference will be one of 
the main highlights of 2013 for Mayors for 
Peace France.

On a financial level, AFCDRP/Mayors for 
Peace France plans to continue its financial 
contribution to the campaign in 2013, on 
behalf of all French member cities. 

Germany (385 → 394)

“Mayors for Peace –Flag Day” was intro-

duced and successfully launched on July 
8th in Germany. More than 40 German 
Members already took up the initiative.  
In so doing, they make a clear statement 
for a world free of nuclear weapons; they 
remind themselves that they are members 
of Mayors for Peace; they open up to a 
dialogue with their citizens through joint 
events and meetings; and, last but not 
least, they add some funding to the 2020 
Vision Campaign.

This particular day was chosen as cities 
may refer with their action to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ), an indepen-
dent organ of the United Nations, which 
on July 8th 1996 stated in an Advisory 
Opinion that “the threat or use of nuclear 
weapons would generally be contrary to 
the rules of international law applicable in 
armed conflict and in particular the prin-
ciples and rules of humanitarian law”. The 
flag was also used a month later on occa-
sion of the commemoration of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki.

There is a close collaboration with NGOs in 
Germany, especially with a campaign cal-
led ‘no-nukes.now’ (atomwaffenfrei.jetzt) 
which is a platform of about 50 NGOs that 
range from local to international. The new 
campaign circle was launched in March at 
the German Parliament (Bundestag) on 
invitation of its Sub-Committee respon-
sible for Arms Control, Disarmament and 
Non-Proliferation. Parliamentarians of all 
political parties participated and become 
familiar with the three campaign goals 
(no modernization, withdrawal of nuclear 
weapons from Germany, global ban and 
elimination) and the three phases of the 
campaign (NATO summit in Chicago 2012, 
elections in Germany 2013, NPT 2015). 
The above named Flag Day has become an 
integral part of this campaign. In Germany 
we are convinced that the unique collabo-

Paris, France, October 19th 2012 - The Paris City Hall 
welcomed the General Assembly of AFCDRP (French 
Association of Cities, Departments and Regions for Pea-
ce), the French chapter of Mayors for Peace. Mayors and 
representatives of 30 French member cities attended 
this meeting, where a wide range of peace related issues 
were discussed, including increasing the membership 
and raising awareness about the urgent need of aboli-
shing nuclear weapons. (Credit: AFCDRP)
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ration between NGOs and Mayors is part 
of our success.

In May our 2020 Vision Campaigner, 
Wolfgang Schlupp-Hauck, organised a 
bicycle tour called “Global Zero Now“. On 
their way from South-Germany to NATO-
Headquarters in Brussels participants 
made stops in all of the Mayors for Peace 
Cities on the way, presented the campaign, 
highlighted their membership at Mayors 
for Peace and last but not least collected si-
gnatures of the Mayors on a letter directed 
to the General Secretary of NATO, which 
was handed over in his office.

They also had the opportunity to present 
their concern to the ambassadors of the 
Permanent Missions of Germany, Belgium, 
and the Netherlands.

Some Mayors in collaboration with their 
local NGOs organised public events. Like 
the Mayor from Schwäbisch Gmünd did 
in November, on occasion of 25th anniver-
sary of INF-Treaty (Intermediate Range 
Nuclear Forces), or the fifth peace-week in 
Bretten and many others. On occasion of 
the commemorations on August, 6th and 
9th a variety of public events took place 
in about 60 Mayors for Peace cities, and 
another bicycle tour, the Pacemakers, was 
under the patronage of several Mayors for 
Peace cities. 

Thanks to this cooperation, we are able to 
present to the German Mayors a web page 
with current and up to date information 
about their organisation in German (www.
mayorsforpeace.de).

The City of the German Vice-President, 
Hannover, invited the German members 
to participate in the traditional annual me-
eting on November, 21st; Keynote speaker 
Alyn Ware (Right Livelihood Award 2009 
and co-initiator of PNND) inspired Mayors 

and delegates. Ideas were exchanged upon 
local action programs in collaboration 
with e.g. above named campaign, and it 
was agreed to work hand-in-hand to reach 
the goal that nuclear abolition and the 
withdrawal of the B61 from German terri-
tory becomes part of the political agenda 
leading up to and immediately after elec-
tions in September 2013.

A 2020 Vision campaigner from IPPNW, 
Xanthe Hall, was welcomed to get more 
support for the Flag Day and encouraged 
to lobby in the ICAN meetings so that “Nu-
clear Abolition Day” and the Mayors for 
Peace Flag day might be held in the same 
period of the year.

Iceland (2 → 3)
In October 2012, Yoko Ono awarded five 
peace awards at a ceremony in the capital of 
Iceland, which this year was also attended 
by Vigdís Finnbogadótti, former President 
of Iceland, and Jón Gnarr, Mayor of Reykja-
vik. During the ceremony, Mr. Gnarr held a 
speech in which he mentioned a number of 
projects Reykjavík is part of, including the 
Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision Campaign; 
Yoko Ono grants the LENNONONO Grant 
For Peace awards every two years to indivi-
duals who made notable contributions to 
peace and equality.

Ireland (12 → 12)
Ireland’s capital city of Dublin hosted the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki Atomic Bomb 
exhibition in the summer, which was 
opened by the Lord Mayor of Dublin and 
attracted a large audience to Dublin Cen-
tral Library.

During the 2012 Nuclear Non-prolife-
ration Treaty Preparatory Conference 
in Vienna members of the International 
Mayors for Peace delegation discussed 
relevant developments with the Irish Go-

vernment delegation.  The delegation wel-
comed Ireland’s strong support for Norway 
and Switzerland’s initiative to host a 
conference in March 2013 on the humani-
tarian consequences of nuclear weapons.  
The Republic of Ireland Government has 
consistently been an active supporter of 
the moves to reduce nuclear weapons in 
the world, and played a leading role in the 
original conception of the NPT Treaty.

In November 2012 Dublin played host to 
the annual conference of the Internatio-
nal Peace Bureau (IPB). The conference 
was formally opened by the President 
of Ireland, Michael D Higgins, a former 
recipient of the IPB Sean McBride Peace 
Award. Mayors for Peace is also a former 
recipient of this award and has co-operated 
with IPB over the years.  A report of pro-
ceedings from the 2012 Conference can be 
found at its website http://www.ipb.org. 

Kazakhstan (5→15)
In March 2012, a European delegation of 
Mayors for Peace was warmly welcomed in 
Kazakhstan and a new Mayors for Peace 
office was opened in Semey while the dele-
gation was there.  The office is developing 

Reykjavik, Iceland, October 8th 2012 
-  Imagine Peace Tower at LennonOno 
Grant for Peace Award. Previous recipients 
of the awards include singer Lady Gaga, 
peace activist Rachel Corrie, Russian punk 
band Pussy Riot, author John Perkins and 
author/journalist Christopher Hitchens.The 
Imagine Peace Tower is a memorial to John 
Lennon from his widow, Yoko Ono, and it’s 
located in Kollafjörður Bay near Reykjavík. 
(Credit: City of Reykjavik)
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Volgograd, Russia, August 2012 - In the framework of the celebration of the 40th anniversary of twinning between Volgograd and Hiroshima Inter-
national Youth Conference for Peace in the Future was held in Volgograd on August 17 – 23, 2012. This event took place in Russia for the first time, 
although the city of Volgograd has participated in IYCPF since 2005. The main objectives of the conference are support of nuclear disarmament, 
promotion of the ideas of peace and peaceful coexistence among young people from different states and exchange of cultural experience (Credit: 
City of Volgograd).

plans for activities at the East Kazakhstan 
regional and national levels. During the 
four-day trip, the delegation of leading 
Mayors of the 2020 Vision Campaign and 
members of its Board of Directors met 
with several city, province, and state offi-
cials.  They also took part in the unveiling 
of a Mayors for Peace monument at the site 
of the memorial to the victims of nuclear 
testing during the Soviet era and visited 
the nuclear test site.  The Mayors for Peace 
delegation was headed by the Luc Dehaene, 
Mayor of Ypres, Belgium, a city which is 
also familiar with the horrors of weapons 
of mass destruction. At a special conferen-
ce in the test site city of Kurchatov, nine 
new cities joined Mayors for Peace.  

The delegation also met with Foreign 
Minister Yerzhan Kazykhanov in the new 
capital, Astana. During this meeting, the 
delegation pointed out the need to encou-
rage bold and persistent leadership of the 
kind displayed by President Nazarbayev on 
the international scene.

In August, two members of the March 
delegation, Mayor Thore Vestby of Frogn, 

Norway, and Aaron Tovish, 2020 Vision 
Campaign Director returned to Astana and 
Semey.  They took part in the Astana-Semi-
palatinsk Forum: From a nuclear test ban 
to a nuclear-weapons-free world Conferen-
ce, organized by Parliamentarians for Nu-
clear Nonproliferation and Disarmament 
(PNND) and the Kazakh Parliament.  Du-
ring an excursion to Semey, they skipped 
the visit to the test site in order to meet 
with Mayor Aibek Karimanov and get an 
update on Mayors for Peace developments 
in Kazakhstan, including news that the 
Semey Peace Museum was on schedule for 
opening on 29 August 2013, the Interna-
tional Day Against Nuclear Testing.

Mayor Vestby joined the leaders of PNND, 
the Middle Powers Initiative, and the 
Global Security Institute for a meeting 
with President Nazarbaev.  The delegation 
stressed the importance of high-level 
leadership from all regions of the world 
working together to take forward multila-
teral negotiations for a NWFW. President 
Nazarbaev declared he could be counted on 
to do so.

Norway (88 → 91)
The activities for abolition and non-pro-
liferation in Norway have, from a Mayors 
for Peace perspective, mainly been on the 
same level as previous years, which means 
not highly profiled in media. But the issue 
in itself is gaining momentum, mainly 
driven by the International Campaign 
Against Nuclear-weapons (ICAN) and 
other NGOs plus the Norwegian Foreign 
Minister.

Norway had municipal elections this au-
tumn. That means a lot of mayoral changes 
and a few members have withdrawn when 
prompted by a Newsletter or asked for a 
contribution. Still, the number of member 
mayors/municipalities is quite the same as 
last year. The work for building a Norwe-
gian Mayors for Peace organization based, 
on bipartisan participation, is making 
good progress. There are now six mayors 
from different political parties saying yes 
to form an interim board. The seventh will 
hopefully joining in early 2013. 

Early July the municipality of Frogn 
hosted the 3rd meeting in the Mayors for 
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Peace organizational project called “The 
Hannover Process”. Fourteen delegates 
from three continents flew in and had 
two long working days at the fortress of 
Oscarsborg.  Mayor Vestby, Frogn, joined 
the project group on several occasions and 
meetings. 

UPDATE 2013: See International Campai-
gning section for report on the Oslo March 
conferences. 

Russia (56 → 56) 

In spring, an event called “Young people 
write about peace” was held in Volgograd, 
and students of six secondary schools took 
part in it. They put together four notebo-
oks filled with children’s thoughts and 
ideas about peace as well as their drawings 
dedicated to peace.

On August 17-23, the International Youth 
Conference for Peace in the Future was 
held.  Twenty seven young people from ten 
cities twinned with Volgograd and Hiroshi-
ma and thirty six young people from diffe-
rent educational institutions of Volgograd 
stayed together for five days sharing their 
thoughts about peace, learning the lessons 
of the past, making new friends and 
experiencing the customs and traditions 
of different people. During the conference, 
the young people made “A Pie of Peace”, 
took part in an evening of national culture, 
presented their own peace activities and 
their native cities, and launched a new 
project called “Peace Alphabet”. 

In September during the visit of an official 
delegation from Hiroshima to Volgograd 
on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of 
twinning between our cities, we introdu-
ced the representative of the Union of the 
Russian Cities (Volgograd is the member of 
the union) to the president of Mayors for 
Peace Kazumi Matsui. The main goal of the 
meeting was to increase the membership 
in Mayors for Peace by attracting more 
Russian cities. Both organisations will stay 
in touch discussing the issues of interest to 
both of them.

Spain (301 → 303)

One of the main projects for the year 2013 
is the convening of a Conference of cities 
for peace in the Mediterranean basin to 
be held in September in Aubagne (France).  
The city of Granollers is working in this 
project, together with Mayors for Peace 
France and the host city. The aim is to 
develop a network of cities for peace in this 
region and build bridges of dialogue betwe-
en people coming from different countries 
from both sides of the Mediterranean. Pea-
ce culture is the common ground to enhan-
ce relationships and develop cooperation 
among cities and citizens of the area. 

The city of Granollers collaborates regu-
larly with Peace Boat and every year groups 
of students from the city meet groups co-
ming from this organisation to share their 
impressions and ideas about remembrance 
and peace. The Peace Boat visited Barce-
lona and Las Palmas de Gran Canaria in 

March and October 2012.  After interge-
nerational conversations and reflexions 
about the importance of preserving the 
memories of the persons who lived the war 
time, the meetings help people to better 
understand how the historical memory is 
an educational tool for young students and 
creates the consciousness needed to rid the 
world of conflicts and wars. 

The 5000-Member Milestone Poster Exhi-
bition is available in Spanish and Catalan, 
so that cities can download the exhibition 
and show it in schools, community centres 
and other spaces. This is a great oppor-
tunity to show the damage caused by the 
atomic bombing in the cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, and also to spread the work 
of Mayors for Peace in the field of disar-
mament and the struggle against nuclear 
weapons.  

Sweden (22 → 25) 

In 2012 Sweden welcomed 3 new Swedish 
towns to Mayors for Peace: Munkedal on 
the west coast, Örebro in the south-middle 
of Sweden, and Örnsköldsvik in the north 
of Sweden.

We are at the moment working actively 
with four other towns/communes.

Mayors for Peace in Sweden is supported 
by the IPPNW-Sweden, Svenska Läkare 
mot Kärnvapen, SLMK (Swedish Physi-
cians against Nuclear Arms). Several 
people in NGOs, local political parties, as 
well as individuals, have been helpful in 

Granollers, 
Spain, May 
2012 - School 
activities during 
the commemo-
ration of the 68th 
anniversary of 
the bombing of 
Granollers. (Cre-
dit: Ajuntament 
de Granollers)
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Manchester, UK, August 6th 2012 - The Lord Mayor of Manchester Elaine 
Boyes, laying a wreath on the 67th anniversary commemoration of Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki Day. (Credit: City of Manchester)

promoting MfP in Sweden. In 2012 a letter 
undersigned by the President of SLMK 
and Meit Krakau, a 2020 Vision Campai-
gner, was sent to all the mayors of the 26 
MfP-members of Sweden, together with a 
copy of a newsletter from SLMK, where an 
article about Mayors for Peace had been 
published.

The Netherlands (55 → 94)
In April 2012 a letter, signed by four 
members, was sent to their colleagues in 
the country asking them to join Mayors for 
Peace, followed by a reminder in June. Ma-
yors who were successor of a former mem-
ber, were asked to reaffirm their member-
ship. In September another letter, signed 
by three members who were also mayor of 
a so called ´millennium municipality ,́ was 
sent to more than a hundred colleagues 
asking, again, to join Mayors for Peace, fol-
lowed by a reminder in October. At the end 
of 2012 the number of members rose to 
94, whereas the number in the beginning 
of 2012 was 55. A Dutch translation of the 
poster 5000 exhibit was made. During the 
year the cooperation with NVMP (Dutch 
affiliate of IPPNW) grew and became very 
effective.

UPDATE 2013:  Four Dutch Mayors from 
the four major political parties wrote 
an op-ed piece which appeared in NRC 
Handelsblad, a leading newspaper in The 
Netherlands,  on February 26th 2013.  
They called for the Dutch Government to 
commence a process within NATO that 
would lead to an end to the nuclear weapon 
sharing arrangement with the United Sta-
tes and the removal of US nuclear weapons 
from the Netherlands.

United Kingdom (71 → 74)
In 2012 Mayors for Peace membership in 
the UK grew to include 74 towns and cities. 

Leadership is provided by Vice President 
City Manchester and 2020 Vision Cam-
paign Associate Member, Glasgow. The UK 
& Ireland Mayors for Peace Working Group 
Secretary, Manchester City Council officer 
Sean Morris, represented the city in the 
various meetings of the Mayors for Peace 
sub-group considering its future organisa-
tion and financial structure. Manchester 
also issued voluntary invoices to all UK 
and Irish members which has led to €1200 
being raised.

A UK Mayors for Peace Working Group 
meeting took place in Manchester Town 
Hall in May 2012 and a further meeting 
is being held early in 2013, hosted by the 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets. 

The close co-operation with the UK & 
Ireland Nuclear Free Local Authorities 
(NFLA) and Mayors for Peace continued as 
the work of Mayors for Peace was parti-
cularly highlighted in a submission to the 
Nuclear Education Trust (NET’s) on the 
Trident Alternatives Review – Trident is 
the UK’s nuclear weapons programme and 
a formal decision on whether to replace 
and upgrade the current system will be 
made in 2015. The UK Government’s 
Trident Review is expected to be publi-
shed in early 2013 and it is meant to fully 
consider alternatives to a ‘like-for-like’ 
replacement of Trident. The UK Mayors for 
Peace Working Group Secretary attended 
NET’s event at the UK Parliament on the 
Trident Alternatives Review. The UK group 
also plans to interact with the cross-party 
Trident Commission (made up of former 
UK Defence and Foreign Ministers) when 
it produces its own assessment of Trident 
and alternatives to it in early 2013. 

Throughout 2012 UK Mayors for Peace 
members have again been lining up to host 
the Hiroshima-Nagasaki A-bomb exhibi-
tion and it was held in the Shetland Islan-

ds, Newcastle, and the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets. It is being hosted in early 
2013 in Edinburgh with a number of other 
members also requesting to host it.

As is becoming customary, in August 2012 
cities around the UK held civic services 
commemorating the 67th anniversary 
of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic 
bombings. Major events were held in the 
likes of London, Manchester, Birmingham, 
Coventry, Glasgow and Edinburgh.  

On the United Nations International Day 
of Peace a special ceremony was held in 
Albert Square opposite Manchester Town 
Hall at which a number of UK Mayors for 
Peace members were in attendance. The 
event was held in solidarity with the desire 
of the city of Montreal and Hiroshima 
and other cities around the world to hold 
a minutes silence for peace at midday on 
the 21st September. The event also formally 
opened the Manchester Peace Festival and 
the Manchester Food and Drink Festival 
with a short concert by the group ‘Musi-
cians without Borders’, who help refugee 
and asylum seekers who have suffered 
torture through a programme of musical 
therapy.

Manchester City Council was also awarded 
a grant as part of a wider three-year Euro-
pean cities project to develop a booklet and 
website advertising its city centre Peace 
and Social Justice Trail (along with the 
cities of Vienna, Paris, Berlin, Budapest, 
The Hague and Turin). The grant will be 
used to develop the Trail further, encoura-
ge other UK and Irish members to develop 
their own versions and encourage the 
concepts and issues mentioned in the Trail 
to a younger schools audience. Further 
information and a copy of the Trail can be 
found at http://www.manchesterpeace-
trail.org.uk.    
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Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 21st 2012 - Rio+20 Appeal was promoted through a life-sized bread tank, displayed during the Rio +20 UN Summit. The 
appeal calls for governments to redirect 10% of annual military spending to humanitarian issues. (Credit: Lunae Pacharro)

LAtin AmeriCA And the 
CAribbeAn (503 → 611) 
Latin America and the Caribbean continue 
to play an active role in the global network, 
amongst others with an increase of 108 
new members during 2012. 

On March 20th 2012 the Executive Bureau 
of the Federation of Latin American and 
Caribbean Cities, Municipalities and Local 
government associations (FLACMA) ap-
proved with unanimity a Mayors for Peace 
motion calling for the Latin American and 
Caribbean to give ‘’high priority and assign 
resources to involve local governments and 
civil society with the intention to convene 
a High Level conference to discuss and 
identify the ways and methods to elimina-
te nuclear weapons as soon as possible.” 

The FLACMA Executive Bureau mem-
bers also demands ‘’our governments to 
recognize at the RIO+20 Conference that 

disarmament is a  condition towards deve-
lopment; and to coordinate a global plan 
for disarmament with the goal of achie-
ving the commitments of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs); and the ne-
cessary funding to satisfy the urgent needs 
of the local governments and its citizens’’.

UPDATE 2013 - On January 28th 2013   
Mayors for Peace welcomed the renewed 
commitment of the 33 Heads of State of 
Latin America and the Caribbean to work 
towards a world free of nuclear weapons. 
The leaders reaffirmed the priority objecti-
ve to reach a world free of nuclear weapons 
in the Santiago Declaration. The regional 
summit emphasized “the commitment to 
participate actively and share a common 
position at the High Level Meeting of the 
United Nations General Assembly on Nu-
clear Disarmament, to be held in New York 
City, on 26 September 2013.”

Brazil (77 → 95)
Local authorities joined Mayors for Peace 
to sign the Rio+20 Appeal at the Global 
Town Hall, during the Rio +20 UN Summit. 
David Cadman, president of ICLEI, expres-
sed his full support for the Appeal saying 
that the world is over armed and countries 
must adapt to the new challenges of our 
times, such as environmental care.  From 

June 19th to 22nd, the Rio Appeal was 
promoted in Rio de Janeiro with a strong 
symbol: a life-sized armoured tank covered 
with bread, an initiative from the German 
conceptual artist Holger Guessefeld, also 
consultant for Food Security at the World 
Future Council. The first appearance of the 
tank was in the ‘favela’ of Santa Marta, 
on Tuesday June 19th, where the people 
symbolically ate the bread of the tank (see 
cover photo). Small weapons collected in 
the civil voluntary disarmament program 
were then destroyed in public, calling on 
nation states to follow the example and 
‘pacify’ the world. The Rio+20 ´Bread not 
Bombs´ events received global media cove-
rage and the appeal calling world leaders 
to redirect military expenditures has been 
endorsed by numerous renowned persona-
lities worldwide, including more than 30 
Nobel Prize laureates. This is completely 
in line with the outcome of the Mayors for 
Peace survey (see PR2012) where Latin 
American Mayors put the ‘fight against 
poverty’ as the top-priority for Mayors for 
Peace in the region. 

From August 28th till September 4th, a 
delegation from Japan including Mr. 
Tomihisa Taue, the Mayor of Nagasaki 
and Vice President of Mayors for Peace, 
visited the cities of Santos, Sao Paulo and 
Rio de Janeiro. The visit marked the 40th 
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anniversary of the sister-city relationship 
between Nagasaki and Santos and the 50th 
anniversary of the Brazilian Nagasaki Pre-
fecture association. Mayor Tomihisa Taue 
also took the time to meet with the Mayors 
of Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro,  the two 
largest cities of Brazil with respectively 
11.5 million and 6.5 million inhabitants, 
to discuss the development of Mayors for 
Peace in Brazil and Latin America. 

On November 21st 2012, during a meeting 
at the Brazilian Presidential Palace, 1,000 
Hiroshima Peace Cranes and a letter of the 
ICAN Hiroshima Youth Committee were 
delivered to President Dilma Rousseff. The 
delivery of the Peace Cranes, and a series 
of high-level meetings in the Brazilian 
capital, were possible thanks to the active 
support of Ambassador Sergio Duarte, 
senior Brazilian diplomat & former United 
Nations High Representative for Disarma-
ment Affairs.

Chile (5 → 22)
On March 21st, 2012 the Association 
of Chilean Municipalities (ACHM) and 
Mayors for Peace entered an agreement of 
cooperation at a signing ceremony near the 
Chilean capital Santiago. The agreement of 
cooperation with the ACHM was signifi-
cant as Chile coordinated the position of 
the 116 member states of Nuclear Weapon 
Free Zones during the NPT PrepCom in 
Vienna in May 2012. 

The agreement of cooperation with the 
ACHM declares its wholehearted support 
to the CELAC “Special Communiqué on 
the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons” 
agreed in the city of Caracas on December 
3rd, 2011, by the heads of government of 

all member countries of the Community 
of Latin American and Caribbean States 
(CELAC), in order to ‘’convene a high level 
international conference to identify ways 
to eliminate nuclear weapons at the ear-
liest possible date”. 

By the end of the ACHM conference, 37 
affiliation forms were filled out and mailed 
to the Hiroshima headquarters, bringing 
Chile into the forefront of new members 
from South America. 

Colombia  (10 → 16)
On September 28th, 2012 Mr. Gustavo 
Petro, the Mayor of Bogota, Gustavo 
Petro, convened a meeting of Mayors and 
Governors for Peace at the City Hall of 
the Colombian capital. The meeting of 6 
governors and 40 mayors welcomed the 
start of the peace negotiations in Oslo and 
Havana between the Colombian guerrillas 
and government. The Mayor of Bogota 
joined Mayors for Peace last August 1st. 
Mayors and Governors for Peace (MGP) is 
an initiative promoted by Colombian city 
capitals and regions to address directly 
armed conflict within Colombia; MGP 
promotes local agreements and regional 
agendas involving local actors in the peace 
processes. 

The peace meeting in Bogota made propo-
sals to involve local participation to build 
regional peace agendas which could contri-
bute to realize eventual peace agreements.  
It is hoped that these proposals will be 
taken into account during the upcoming 
negotiations in Oslo and Havana. 

Bogota received many people displaced 
by the civil war and so wishes to play an 
active role in assisting the return of the 

refugees.  The local governments agreed to 
invest in these processes to ensure social 
justice, democracy, and restoration of 
human-rights. The municipalities and the 
regions will be essential in the advance-
ment and consolidation of the dialogue 
which should lead to a peace agreement 
signed between the Colombian national 
government and the guerrillas.

Dominican Republic (7 → 33)
In the Dominican Republic, Ms. Aura 
Saldaña, Mayor of Sabana de la Mar, 
encouraged with success 28 colleagues to 
join Mayors for Peace. Mayor Aura Saldaña 
is also Secretary General of the Federation 
of the Dominican Republic Municipalities 
(FEDOMU). In a letter to the Mayor of 
Hiroshima, Ms. Aura Saldaña declared: 
´´I wish to inform you that we will not 
rest until all representatives of local go-
vernments from the Dominican Republic 
become part of this great project´ .́ The 
municipality of Sabana de la Mar became 
the first leading city of  Mayors for Peace 
through Associate Membership.

Mexico  (41 → 52)
In February 2012 Mayors for Peace was 
invited to the Seminar marking the 45th 
anniversary of the Treaty of Tlatalolco. 
Participants from more than 30 countries 
assembled to learn about the history of 
the Treaty of Tlatelolco and debated the 
future role of the Nuclear Weapon Free 
Zones (NWFZ) to achieve complete nuclear 
disarmament. The Seminar was organised 
by OPANAL, the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, based in Mexi-
co City. The Treaty of Tlatelolco established 

Belo Horizonte, Brazil, May 17th 2012 - The 
World Mayors Council on Climate Change 
and the ICLEI World Congress approved 
unanimously the Rio+20 Appeal on 
Disarmament for Sustainable Development. 
Both global networks of local governments 
add their voice to Mayors for Peace, calling 
leaders at the Rio+20 World Summit to set 
new priorities by redirecting military ex-
penditures towards social and environmen-
tal priorities. (Credit: Mayors for Peace)
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the first Nuclear Weapon Free Zone in a 
populated region on February 14th 1967‚ 
and has inspired four other regions to 
establish NWFZ: the South Pacific NWFZ 
(1985), South East Asian NWFZ (1995), 
African NWFZ (1996), and Central Asian 
NWFZ (2006).

The seminar brought together governmen-
tal representatives from all regions of the 
world. The debates were also attended by 
representatives of international bodies 
and non-governmental organisations from 
different regions of the world, who discus-
sed amongst others the cooperation and 
coordination among NWFZ and reflected 
upon new NWFZ such as in the Middle 
East.

Then, in March 2012, Mayors for Peace was 
presented in a video message to over 2000 
Mayors and City Officials attending the 
annual conference of FENAMM (National 
Federation of Municipalities of Mexico). 
This event, the largest conference of local 
authorities in Mexico, was held in Boca del 
Rio from 1st to 3rd of March. On October 
31st 2012, at a meeting in Mexico City with 
Mr. Sergio Arredondo Olvera, the Secreta-
ry General of FENAMM, an agreement of 
co-operation was signed with Mayors for 
Peace. FENAMM, the National Federation 
of Municipalities of Mexico, is the largest 
Association of Local Governments in 
Mexico with over 1,500 affiliated Mayors. 
FENAMM, a network of networks, repre-
sents local governments mostly affiliated 
with the PRI, the political party which won 
the latest national and local elections.

Panama
In November 2012 Mayors for Peace and 
the Association of Municipalities of Pana-
ma (AMUPA) have signed an agreement 
of co-operation in which they affirm their 

determination to work together to free the 
cities from the scourge of war. In the agre-
ement, AMUPA calls all 75 Mayors from 
Panama to formally join the movement of 
Mayors for Peace. 

The message of Mayors for Peace received 
special resonance during the meeting as 
Panama suffered US bombings in De-
cember 1989, and is actually one of the 
few countries in Latin America which in 
recent history, has experienced a foreign 
military intervention with cities being 
targeted with heavy bombardments. The 
agreement also gives its strong support 
for the ‘Special Communiqué on the Total 
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons’ agreed 
by all member countries of the Community 
of Latin American and Caribbean States 
(CELAC), in Caracas, on December 3, 2011. 
The agreement was signed by Jorge Luis 
Herrara, the President of AMUPA and Pol 
Heanna DHuyvetter on behalf of Mayors 
for Peace. 

We are looking forward in 2013 to an 
influx of Panamanian member cities.

north AmeriCA 
(287  → 293) 

Canada (95 → 97)
Mayors for Peace welcomed a new 2020 
Vision Campaigner, Anna Jaikaran, and 
two new member cities in Canada in 2012, 

bringing the total to 97 Member Cities 
including Calgary, Hamilton, Ottawa, 
Toronto and Victoria. Many events were 
also held to mark the anniversaries of 
the U.S. atomic bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki: in Toronto, there was an 
exhibit of Hiroshima-Nagasaki posters and 
survivor’s artwork in City Hall. Council-
lor Raymond Cho read Mayor Rob Ford’s 
City of Toronto Hiroshima-Nagasaki Day 
Proclamation at the commemoration on 
August 9th.

Finally, the City of Montreal held the 
annual Peace Ceremony at the Peace bell 
in the Japanese garden of the Montreal 
Botanical Garden on August 6th. 

USA (191 → 195)
In 2012 Mayors for Peace added four new 
mayors bringing the total membership in 
the United States to 195 cities in 38 states. 

Mexico City, October 29th 2012 
- AALMAC, the Association of 
Local Authorities of Mexico, 
invited Mayors for Peace to its XV 
Anniversary Conference in the 
City of Mexico. At the beginning 
of the conference a message of 
Mr. Kazumi Matsui, the Mayor 
of Hiroshima and President of 
Mayors for Peace, was delivered to 
Mr. Marcelo Ebrard, the outgoing 
Mayor of Mexico City. (Credit: 
Mayors for Peace)

Ashland, US, August 6th 2012 - Mayor John 
Stromberg reads a Mayors for Peace Pro-
clamation at the  opening ceremony of the 
annual Hiroshima-Nagasaki vigil. (Credit: Jill 
Mackie)
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Mayors for Peace North American Co-
ordinator Jackie Cabasso represented 
Mayors for Peace at the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors (USCM) January winter meeting 
in Washington, DC, and at its 80th Annual 
Meeting in June, in Orlando, Florida, 
where she addressed the International 
Affairs Committee. The USCM is the 
national association of cities with popu-
lations greater than 30,000.  There are 
nearly 1,300 member cities. The USCM has 
adopted increasingly strong resolutions in 
2004, 2006 and each year since, expressing 
its support for Mayors for Peace, its 2020 
Vision Campaign and its Cities Are Not 
Targets project.  At its June 2012 Annual 
Meeting, the USCM unanimously adopted 
the most strongly worded resolution yet, 
with 18 sponsoring mayors, “Calling for 
U.S. Leadership in Global Elimination 
of Nuclear Weapons and Redirection of 
Nuclear Weapons Spending to Meet the Ur-
gent Needs of Cities.” (See box for details.)

On August 6 and 9, cities around the 
United States commemorated the 67th 
anniversaries of the U.S. atomic bom-
bings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  For 
the 27th consecutive year, a vigil was held 
in Ashland, Oregon to commemorate the 
atomic bombings and encourage citizens to 
work for the abolition of nuclear weapons. 
Ashland Mayor John Stromberg, a member 
of Mayors for Peace, joined with Wo-
men’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom and 14 other organisation’s for 
three days of activities. The theme, “Global 
Suicide? Nuclear Reactors, Waste, and Wea-
pons” was the subject of a large public edu-
cational display that informed hundreds of 
residents and visitors about the history of 

nuclear weapons and their impacts at local, 
national and international levels.  Posters 
from the Hiroshima-Nagasaki collection 
were included, and the Mayors for Peace 
movement was highlighted as a hopeful 
initiative. More than 180 signatures were 
collected on the Mayors for Peace peti-
tion. Opening and closing ceremonies on 
August 6 and 9 commemorated those lost 
and those impacted by the use of atomic 
weapons, and reminded the participants of 
the urgency of preventing future disa-
sters resulting from nuclear weapons and 
reactors. Films, art, music, and Hibakusha 
testimony rounded out the event. Mayor 
Stromberg read a Proclamation in support 
of Mayors for Peace, declaring August 6, 
2012 as “Hiroshima Day” and August 9, 
2012 as “Nagasaki Day” at the Ashland 
City Council meeting of July 17 and at the 
opening of the August 6 ceremony. Televi-
sion and newsprint coverage helped reach 
thousands more in the region.

On August 8, in Rochester, Minnesota, 
Mayor for Peace Ardell Brede presided 
over a sunset lantern floating ceremony 
on Silver Lake to remember the souls of 
the victims of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
in order to remind ourselves that nuclear 
weapons are capable of destroying the 
world’s civilization and that we are capable 
of preventing that destruction.  The peace 
lantern ceremony has been held annual-
ly in Rochester since 1985. This year, 
like Ashland, Rochester’s ceremony also 
reflected on the March 11, 2011, meltdown 
of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power 
plant after the earthquake and tsunami. 
According to Junko Maruta, of Rochester, 
who organises the Peace Lantern Floating 

ceremony, “The people have been awakened 
to the dangers of nuclear power.”

In 2012, Mayors for Peace welcomed two 
new U.S. 2020 Vision Campaigners, Harvey 
Zendt and Marcia Campos. While Marcia 
worked with North American Coordinator 
Jackie Cabasso and the organisers of the 
annual Hiroshima-Nagasaki rally and 
protest at the Livermore Nuclear Wea-
pons Laboratory in California, Harvey 
worked with 2020 Vision Campaigner Mel 
Hardy on annual Hiroshima-Nagasaki 
Peace Week Activities in Washington, DC.  
Together they joined with the Hiroshima 
Nagasaki Peace Committee to welcome 
Hibakusha visitors to Washington, worked 
with All Souls Church and the First Con-
gregational United Church of Christ to or-
ganise peace vigils at the White House and 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, and 
accompanied two Hibakusha on a pilgri-
mage from Washington, DC to Frederick, 
Maryland to attend Peace Week activities 
organized by Women in Black.

Mel Hardy continued his efforts on behalf 
of Mayors for Peace to deepen existing 
relationships and establish new ones with 
African American mayors and organisa-
tions. In January he represented Mayors 
for Peace before the African Affairs Com-
mittee of Montgomery County, Maryland. 
In June he was appointed as a “thought 
leader” working to develop a Peace Educa-
tion Curriculum for the Washington, DC 
public schools. In December he arranged a 
presentation by 18 year-old Anna Russell 
who represented the Washington, DC 
Hiroshima Nagasaki Peace Committee and 
All Souls Church, reporting on her visit 

Montreal, Canada, August 6th 2012 - 
Annual Peace Ceremony at the Japanese 
botanic garden in The peace bell was 
presented to the city of Montreal from the 
city of Hiroshima as a sign of “eternal frien-
dship and peace” to mark the twinning 
of the two cities in 1998. (Credit: City of 
Montreal)
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to Hiroshima and Nagasaki for the World 
Conference Against A and H bombs.  Anna 
stated that because of the experience, she 
will dedicate part of her life’s work to advo-
cating nuclear weapons abolition.  

Former Hiroshima Mayor Tadatoshi 
Akiba recruited Harvey and Mel to host a 
delegation of professors and students from 
Ehime University in Japan for two weeks 
in October. The group brought a large 
collection of Hibakusha stories on a forty 
foot long poster. The impressive piece was 
displayed at locations including the White 
House, the Capital, and Times Square in 
New York City. The delegation was able to 

meet with government officials and peace 
activists in Los Angeles, Washington, DC, 
Philadelphia and New York.

Against the backdrop of escalating inter-
national uncertainty and persistent global 
conflicts, residents of Santa Barbara, 
California came together on September 21 
to affirm their belief that peace is possible 
in celebration of the International Day of 
Peace, declared unanimously by the United 
Nations in 2001 as the first-ever day of 
global ceasefire and nonviolence. This 
event was organized by the Santa Barbara 
Peace Day Initiative in collaboration with 
several local groups, including the Nuclear 

Age Peace Foundation. The event included 
a Peace Proclamation by Santa Barbara 
Mayor for Peace Helene Schneider, which 
recognizes that, “there is growing support 
within our city for the observance of the 
International Day of Peace, which affirms 
a vision or our world at peace, and fosters 
cooperation between individuals, organi-
zations, and nations.”

U.S. Conference of Mayors deepens its support for the 
2020 Vision

Taking note of recent studies showing that even a very limi-
ted nuclear war could have catastrophic effects on the global 
climate resulting in famine leading to the starvation of up to 
one billion people, and citing the November 2011 resolution 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement that emphasized “the incalculable hu-
man suffering that can be expected to result from any use of 
nuclear weapons,” and found it “difficult to envisage how any 
use of nuclear weapons could be compatible with the rules 
of international humanitarian law,” the USCM resolution goes 
on to characterize the lack of progress on nuclear disarma-
ment, noting that
“…President Obama submitted a plan to Congress in 2010 
projecting  investments of well over $185 billion by 2020 
to maintain and modernize U.S. nuclear weapons systems, 
including construction of new nuclear warhead production 
facilities and an array of new delivery systems, and subse-
quent annual budgets have provided for funding at this 
level,” and that
“…the continuing economic crisis is forcing mayors and 
cities to make ever deeper cuts in critical public services.”
The resolution recalls that, 
“…in his address to the 2011 U.S. Conference of Mayors an-
nual meeting, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon recognized 

the importance of Mayors for Peace and the support of the 
USCM, declaring, ‘I welcome the resolution you will adopt at 
this conference, in particular its reiteration of support for my 
five-point [nuclear disarmament] plan,’ and concluding, ‘The 
road to peace and progress runs through the world’s cities 
and towns’.” 
The resolution resolves “that the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
reaffirms its call on the President of the United States to work 
with the leaders of the other nuclear armed states to im-
plement the UN Secretary-General’s Five Point Proposal for 
Nuclear Disarmament forthwith, so that a Nuclear Weapons 
Convention or a comparable framework of mutually reinfor-
cing legal instruments can be agreed upon and implemen-
ted by 2020, as urged by Mayors for Peace; and
…. calls on Congress to terminate funding for modernization 
of nuclear warheads, delivery systems, and production facili-
ties, to slash spending on nuclear weapons well below Cold 
War levels, and to redirect those funds to meet the urgent 
needs of cities.”
For the first time, the USCM “calls for the withdrawal of all 
tactical U.S. nuclear weapons from foreign soil and the im-
mediate standing down of all nuclear forces on high-alert as 
steps to ensure that non-use of nuclear weapons is extended 
until global non-possession is achieved.”
Finally, the USCM resolution “calls on its members to raise 
public awareness about the ongoing dangers and costs of 
nuclear weapons.”

Orlando, US, June 16th 2012 - Mayor Frank Cownie of Des Moines, 
Iowa signs the Mayors for Peace Rio+20 Appeal during the US Con-
ference of Mayors annual meeting. (Credit: Jackie Cabasso)
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Campaigners and 
UN Representatives

CAmpAigners

By the end of 2012 we had 28 Vision Cam-
paigners in 23 countries, including 4 new 
Campaigners coming on board in 2012:

Anna Jaikaran, Canada; Marcia Campos 
and Harvey Zendt, USA; and Jean-Marc 
Collin, France.

The 2020 Vision Campaigners are local vo-
lunteers who do tremendous work for the 
association including membership drives, 
assisting city members to become more 
active within the campaign, providing in-
formation to the general public concerning 
Mayors for Peace and the Campaign.

In 2012 we continued, as we decided in 
2011, to provide several services for our 
Campaigners. They are always invited to 
join our meetings as observers and we are 
looking how we can interact with them 
ever more effectively, including offering 
more training and guidance. 2020 Vision 
Campaigners are an essential part of the 
Campaign, as they help inspire local enga-
gement in the Campaign. 

Most 2020 Vision Campaigners are 
experienced people with an abundance of 
knowledge concerning disarmament and 
peace movements which can help shape 
the overall direction of the Campaign.

UPDATES: Benedict Winnubst, cam-
paigner in The Netherlands, retired as a 
campaigner in February 2013. He was, 
together with others in The Netherlands, 
responsible for strong growth and invol-
vement of Dutch cities. We would like to 
thank Benedict with all our heart and wish 
him all the best in the future.

Thomas Mathew became a 2020 Vision 
Campaigner in March 2013, for more in-
formation please see the box on page 14.

un representAtives

The 2020 Vision Campaign also bene-
fits immensely from Mayors for Peace 
Representatives to the United Nations.  
In 2012, special mention must be made 
of the representative to the UN Offices in 
Vienna.  Besides from their usual services, 
the Vienna team did a terrific job helping 
to host the Mayors for Peace delegation to 
the NPT Preparatory Committee meeting.  
Their contribution was further amplified 
be the great team of volunteers they recru-
ited from the Vienna Diplomatic Academy.

U.N. REPRESENTATIVES:
Mr. Anthony Seaboyer
New York, USA

Mr. Esteban Ramirez-Gonzalez
Geneva, Switzerland

Ms. Maria Laura Videla
Vienna, Austria

Ms. Merryl Maria George
Vienna, Austria

Ms. Renata Katalin Smith
Vienna, Austria

Ms. Sarah Maria Koch
Vienna, Austria

2020 Vision Campaigners

Argentina: Micaela Mezzadra 

Austria: Heidrun Konrad 

Brazil: Cinthia Heanna (stepped 
down 2012)

Canada: Anna Jaikaran 

Colombia: Bibiana Angel Gonzalez

Costa Rica: Edine von Herold

France: Jean-Marc Collin

Germany: Wolfgang Schlupp-Hauck

Germany: Xanthe Hall

Greece: Thanasis Anapolitanos

Haiti: Frack Simon 

India: Thomas Mathew (update 
2013) 

Iran: Dr. Shahriar Khateri 

Italy: Lisa Clark

Mexico: Jorge Nuñez Alba

Netherlands: Benedict Winnubst 
(retired 2013)

Netherlands: Bert Sweerts

Nicaragua: Meybol Damaris

Norway: Stine Rodmyr

Norway: Ursula Gelis

Peru: Lizett Vasquez

Senegal: Amadou Coly Gomis

Sweden: Meit Krakau

Turkey: Samil Yalciner

UK: Peter Burt

UK: George Farebrother

USA: Marcia Campos

USA: Melvin Hardy

USA: Harvey Zendt



28 •  Mayors for Peace 2020 Progress Report 2013

Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision Campaign

Finances and Fundraising 

Financial statement
The 2020 Vision Campaign is financed mainly by voluntary 
contributions made by member cities, with a small part raised by 
professional fundraisers and donations made by individuals. We 
are very grateful to all those who contributed in 2012 and enabled 
the 2020 Vision Campaign to continue to work towards a nuclear 
free world. We hope many more cities will follow this example and 
contribute in the future.

This section of the Annual Report only reports in detail about 
the 2020 Vision Campaign Association based in Ypres, Belgium. 
It does not report on the enormous financial contributions by 
the Cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki towards the 2020 Vision 
Campaign (110,000 euros, more than all the other cities together), 
as well as for staff and maintainance of the institutional he-
adquarters of Mayors for Peace in Hiroshima. Let us change this 
uncomfortable reality as it is not normal that the two A-bombed 
cities continue to carry the lion-share of the financial burden. 
With regard to the salaries of the three executive advisors, paid 
directly by the Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation, in Granollers 
the Board of Directors came to the decision that Aaron Tovish 
and Pol Heanna DHuyvetter will receive an additional fee directly 
from Ypres, which the balance did not allow in 2012.

We can see from the figures of 2012 that we have a loss of 
3,631.81 euros. While the general level of expenses is almost as 
equal as last year, we can notice a decrease in the contributions 
from cities, which went down by about 15.000 euros. 

Fundraising
In 2012, we received €73.434,50 from 18 countries. This total is 
slightly less than last year’s figure; as with 2011, we remain on the 
right track, although we did fall short of our target to match the 
contributions of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, a goal which we will 
continue to strive in the year ahead. Over the course of the year 
we received contributions from 185 cities in 18 different countri-
es. We were pleased to welcome 45 first time contributors in 2012, 
including member cities from Ireland, which up until now had not 
been represented. 

It is also important to recognize that many cities have made dona-
tions in-kind, providing indispensable support for our internatio-
nal action. Matching their financial contribution, Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki’s work on the campaign is vital. Furthermore, special 
mention should be made to the city of Granollers, who hosted the 
2011 General Meeting. Along with Malakoff, for its assistance 

To make a contribution please use this information:

Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision Campaign vzw
IBAN nr.: BE48-0882-3710-0327     
BIC (SWIFT code): GKCCBEBB
Bank: Belfius (branch Vlamertinge - Dikkebus), Kerkplein 18,  
8908 Vlamertinge - Ieper, Belgium

Contributions 2012

Belgium

Canada
Croatia

France

Germany

Australia

United Kingdom

Taiwan

Switzerland
Sweden

Spain

Portugal

Norway

New Zealand

Netherlands

Luxembourg

Italy

Ireland

Table for calculating requested contributions from member cities 
according to population and national GNI

Local authority World Bank Group*
(According to GNI per capita 2011, Atlas 
method)

Group I Group II Group III Group IV

Population Suggested contribution in euro

<25,000 50 150 200 300

25,001 - 50,000 100 300 400 600

50,001- 100,000 150 350 450 1200

100,001 - 200,000 200 400 500 1750

200,001 - 300,000 250 450 550 2250

300,001 -500,000 300 500 600 2750

500,001 - 750,000 350 550 650 3500

750,001 -1,000,000 400 650 750 4500

1,000,001 - 2,000,000 450 750 1000 5750

2,000,001 - 4,000,000 500 1000 2000 7000

> 4,000,000 750 1500 3000 8000
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City Contribution 
2012

Australia 1.899,75

Hobart 577.74

Leichhardt 1,177.74

Marion 144.27

Belgium 33.985,07

Affligem 300.00

Anhée 300.00

Antoing 300.00

Attert 300.00

Bastogne 375.00

Beerse 100.00

Beersel 589.42

Bilzen 400.00

Boechout 125.00

Boom 300.00

Bornem 300.00

Brecht 600.00

Brugge 2,295.00

Comines-Warneton 300.00

Deinze 50.00

Dendermonde 600.00

Durbuy 125.00

Erezee 75.00

Flobecq 300.00

Geel 550.00

Geetbets 144.65

Genappe 300.00

Genk 1,000.00

Gent 1,000.00

Gesves 490.00

Habay 200.00

Hamont-Achel 300.00

Harelbeke 600.00

Hechtel-Eksel 100.00

Herve 300.00

Hoogstraten 300.00

Houthulst 300.00

Hove 300.00

Ichtegem 125.00

Ieper 1,000.00

Kapelle o/d Bos 300.00

Kappellen 250.00

Kasterlee 300.00

Knokke-Heist 600.00

Koksijde 300.00

Kortrijk 1,000.00

Kuurne 300.00

Laarne 300.00

Langemark-Poelkapelle 300.00

Lennik 200.00

Leuven 1,000.00

Maaseik 300.00

Machelen 312.50

Marche-en-Famenne 300.00

Meerhout 150.00

Melle 260.00

Merelbeke 300.00

Middelkerke 300.00

Mol 300.00

Nazareth 300.00

Neerpelt 100.00

Nijlen 300.00

Oostkamp 569.00

Opglabbeek 250.00

Peek 300.00

Pittem 300.00

Poperinge 300.00

Riemst 420.00

Rotselaar 300.00

with the website and translations, and 
many others leading cities for their help in 
distributing invoices and other important 
material to their membership cities.

Information concerning the calcula-
tion of the the annual fee:
In 2009 the campaign launched a contri-

bution system based on the size of the city 
and the Gross National Income per Capita. 
The fees reflect the differing financial 
realities of our members, taking national 
issues into account. This year we keep on 
using this system that was launched to 
help Hiroshima and Nagasaki, who have 
carried the financial burden for over three 
decades.  If you would like to calculate your 

city’s contribution, please refer to the table 
at right.  You can find you which of the 
four groups your country belongs to at this 
website:  www.2020visioncampaign.org/
fileadmin/user_upload/2020VC/Members/
Contributors/World_Bank_GNI_2009.pdf

List of contributing cities in 2012



30 •  Mayors for Peace 2020 Progress Report 2013

Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision Campaign

Ruiselede 127.65

Schaerbeek 1,000.00

Schelle 400.00

Schilde 50.00

Schoten 50.00

Sint Laureins 300.00

Sint-Lievens-Houtem 250.00

Sint Truiden 500.00

Stabroek 300.00

Staden 275.00

Stekene 300.00

Tessenderlo 300.00

Tielt 300.00

Torhout 300.00

Veurne 250.00

Vilvoorde 600.00

Voeren 200.00

Waasmunster 300.00

Waregem 600.00

Wervik 300.00

Wielsbeke 450.00

Wijnegem 300.00

Wortegem-Petegem 156.85

Wuurstwezel 300.00

Zelzate 300.00

Zoersel 100.00

Zonnebeke 320.00

Zoutleeuw 100.00

Zwijdrecht 300.00

Canada 670,48

Boucherville 592.74

North Vancouver 77.74

Croatia 625,00

Kutina 625.00

France 10.000,00

AFCDRP 10,000.00

Germany 6.200,00

Aalen 100.00

Bad Honnef 100.00

Baiersdorf 200.00

Bretten 100.00

Deizisau 100.00

Dortmund 100.00

Ebersbach 100.00

Emden 100.00

Engen 300.00

Freiburg 1,000.00

Gandelegen 100.00

Giengen 100.00

Gottingen 100.00

Hagen 100.00

Hattersheim 100.00

Havixbeck 100.00

Heidenheim 100.00

Hohen Neuendorf 100.00

Huefingen 100.00

Ilmenau 100.00

Jena 100.00

Lohfelden 300.00

Marzahn-Hellersdorf 100.00

Neu-Isenburg 100.00

Neustadt am Rbge. 450.00

Nottuln 100.00

Oranienburg 100.00

Radeberg 300.00

Ratingen 250.00

Rosenstein Mögglingen 100.00

Sassnitz 100.00

Schwabisch Gmund 100.00

Stuttgart 500.00

Waldstetten 100.00

Wernau 100.00

Wolfsburg 200.00

Ireland 126,97

Dublin 126.97

Italy 3.468,50

Almenno S. Bartolomeo 300.00

Bardolino 300.00

Barlassina 100.00

Borgo San Lorenzo 600.00

Casorate Sempione 300.00

Castegnato 300.00

Collebeato 118.50

Greve in Chianti 300.00

Lari 400.00

Quistello 300.00

Vernio 150.00

Vobarno 300.00

Luxembourg 2.800,00

Beckerich 300.00

Bettembourg 300.00

Differdange 300.00

Lintgen 300.00

Luxembourg 1,200.00

Mertzig 50.00

Mondercange 300.00

Useldange 50.00

Netherlands 1.000,00

Den Haag 1,000.00

New Zealand 309,06

Kapiti Coast 309.06

Norway 946,64

Aurskog-Holand 125.00

Enebakk 135.82

Frogn 300.00

Gjerdrum 125.00

Kristiansand 125.00

Lørenskog 135.82

Portugal 900,00

Câmara de Lobos 600.00

Grândola 300.00

Spain 2.692,74

Vilassar de Dal 292.74

Vilanova I la Geltrú 1,200.00

Sant Bol de Llobregat 1,200.00

Sweden 300,00

Leksand 300.00

Switzerland 5.792,26

Basel 1,750.00

Geneva 1,750.00

Heiden 290.00

Lancy 596.89

Le Locle 300.00

Montreux 300.00

Nyon 300.00

Onex 300.00

Renens 205.37

Taiwan 722,74

Tainan 722.74

United Kingdom 995,29

Clackmannanshire 138.88

Glasgow 138.88

Manchester 578.65

Renfrewshire 138.88

Total:

185 73,434.50
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Expenses/income table:

EXPENSES 31/12/2012 31/12/2011 31/12/2010 31/12/2009

Staff (salaries include socail benefits,etc.)

     

Office staff 47218.65 44980.14 67013.74 55258.67

EU European Voluntary Service 13031.26 5364.40 13171.72 6975.23

Consulting (i.e. strategic, legal & financial) 1070.19 1001.95 1162.41 3146.95

     

SUBTOTAL 61320.10 51346.49 81347.87 65380.85

     

Services & supplies     

     

Office supplies 1104.52 1331.21 2402.19 3787.25

Office maintenance 0 177.75 204.41 0

Insurances volunteers 83.64 83.64 83.64 74.95

Insurances staff 408.64 848.76 353.41 278.87

Office communications 4192.45 4329.82 8934.83 5530.52

2020 VC Outreach materials 6076.32 4885.83 3084.02 11021.91

Travel international 1476.81 1964.17 12650.81 4011.91

2020 VC Conferences & meetings 3877.72 5640.23 361.50 2983.98

Other conferences & meetings 0 143.51 954.05 0

Travel Belgium (staff & volunteers) 321.2 478.80 1256.37 5304.2

     

SUBTOTAL 17541.30 19883.72 30285.23 32993.59

     

Other expenses     

Depreciations (afschrijvingen) 396.73 913.28 1754.78  

Financial costs (bank fees) 127.92 142.50 104.93 90.17

Taxes 134.61 73.00 59.33 81.54

Various costs   177.77  

SUBTOTAL 659.26 1128.78 2096.81 171.71

     

TOTAL Expenses 79520.66 72358.99 113729.91 98546.15

     

INCOME    

     

Contributions members     

Member cities 73434.49 87588.19 95524.69 84611.55

     

Subsidies and grants     

EU grant EVS Youth for Action 1500.00 16054.19 2592.54 21361.25

Foundations 309.18 6458.91  0

Fundraising initiatives     

     

Interest 645.18 486.67 395.64 543.59

Donations    0

Various income   108.25  

TOTAL Income 75888.85 110587.96 98621.12 106516.39

     

BALANCE for the year -3631.81 38228.97 -15108.79 7970.24

Accummulative balance 45601.99 49233.80 11004.83 26113.62
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Thanks and acknowledgments
We would like to thank the cities of Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki for their financial 
and logistical support, along with the 
member cities who made a financial 
contribution during 2012.

We would also like to thank all Mayors 
for Peace supporters from member 
cities, civil society, and NGOs, as well as 
our staff and volunteers: 

General Meeting of Mayors for Peace 
2020 Vision Campaign Association (as 
of March 2013)

The General Meeting sets the strategic 
direction for the campaign body on an 
annual basis, including campaign plans 
and budget.

Mr. Kazumi Matsui, President
Mayor of Hiroshima, Japan

Mr. Daniel Tsakem, Vice-President
Mayor of Fongo-Tongo, Cameroon 

Mr. Julio Pereyra
Mayor of Florencio Varela, Pdt of FAM, 
Argentina

Mr. Brad Pettitt
Mayor of Fremantle, Australia

Mr. Benoît Lutgen
Mayor of Bastogne, Belgium

Mr. Eduardo Paes
Mayor of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Mr. João Coser
Mayor of Vitória, Pdt of FNP, Brazil

Mr. Michael Applebaum
Mayor of Montreal, Canada 

Mr. Álvaro Jimenéz Cruz
Mayor of Montes de Oro, Costa Rica

Mr. Ivan Knez
Mayor of Biograd na Moru, Croatia

Ms. Aura Saldaña
Mayor of Sabana de la Mar, Dominican 
Republic

Ms. Catherine Margaté 
Mayor of Malakoff, France

Mr. Bernard Strauch 
Acting Mayor of Hannover, Germany

Mr. Tony Chammany
Mayor of Cochin/Kochi, India

Mr. Khder Kareem

Mayor of Halabja, Iraq

Mr. Benny Vaknin
Mayor of Ashkelon, Israel

Mr. Samir Darwish
Mayor of Zemir, Israel

Mr. Matteo Renzi 
Mayor of Florence, Italy

Mr. Tomihisa Taue
Mayor of Nagasaki, Japan

Mr. Miguel Ángel Mancera
Mayor of Mexico City, Mexico

Mr. Sadrach Zeledón Rocha 
Mayor of Matagalpa, Nicaragua

Mr. Thore Vestby
Mayor of Frogn, Norway

Mr. Marco Álvarez Vargas
Mayor of San Borja, Peru

Mr. Valeriy Vasilkov
Mayor of Volgograd, Russia

Mr. Josep Mayoral i Antigas
Mayor of Granollers, Spain

Mr. Guy Morin
Mayor of Basel, Switzerland

Ms. Sadie Docherty
Lord Provost of Glasgow, UK

Ms. Elaine Boyes
Lord Mayor of Manchester, UK

Mr. Donald L. Plusquellic
Mayor of Akron, Ohio, US

Ms. Ana Olivera 
Mayor of Montevideo, Uruguay

Board of Directors of Mayors for Peace 
2020 Vision Campaign Association (as 
of March 2013)

The Board meets at least twice each year 
to deal with management issues. 

Mr. Kazumi Matsui, President
Mayor of Hiroshima, Japan

Ms. Jasminka Bajlo, Vice-Chair
Mayor’s Counsellor, Biograd na Moru, 
Croatia

Mr. Filip Deheegher, Treasurer
Director Peace Department City of Ypres, 
Belgium

Mr. Aaron Tovish, Secretary
Ex-officio member as International 
Campaign Director 

Mr. Jean Paul Nanfack
Vice-Mayor of Fongo-Tongo, Cameroon

Mr. Michel Cibot 
Chief Administrator of Malakoff, France

Mr. Paul Schneider
Head of the Int. Affairs Unit, Hannover, 
Germany

Mr. Khder Kareem
Mayor of Halabja, Iraq 

Mr. Matteo Renzi
Mayor of Florence, Italy

Mr. Ricardo Baptista
Executive Director of AALMAC, Mexico 
City, Mexico

Ms. Irena Elinetskaya
Vice-Mayor of Volgograd, Russian 
Federation

Ms. Carme Barbany
Mayor’s Counsellor, Granollers, Spain

Mr. Sean Morris
Director, NFLA, Manchester, UK

Mr. Donald L. Plusquellic
Mayor of Akron, Ohio, USA

International Secretariat staff (as of 
March 2013)

Aaron Tovish, International Campaign 
Director, Vienna

Pol Heanna DHuyvetter, International 
Development Director, Rio de Janeiro 

Matthias Breyne, Secretariat Managing 
Director, Ypres

Andrea Campa, Communications 
Assistant, Ypres

Stephanie Remers, Communications 
Assistant, Ypres

Conny Bertier, Bookkeeping and Finan-
cial administration, Ypres

Esteban Ramirez-Gonzalez, Representa-
tive to the UN, Geneva

Anthony Seaboyer, Representative to 
the UN, New York

Maria Laura Videla, Representative to 
the UN, Vienna

Sarah Maria Koch, Representative to the 
UN, Vienna

Merryl Maria George, Representative to 
the UN, Vienna

Renata Katalin Smith, Representative to 
the UN, Vienna

Abigail Cruz, Latin American Communi-
cations, Mexico City

Jackie Cabasso, North America Coordi-
nator and Executive Advisor, Oakland

2020 Vision Campaigners

Micaela Mezzadra Dichiara, Argentina

Heidrun Konrad, Austria 

Cinthia Heanna, Brazil

Anna Jaikaran, Canada

Bibiana Ángel González, Colombia

Edine von Herold, Costa Rica

Jean Marie Collin, France

Wolfgang Schlupp-Hauck, Germany 

Xanthe Hall, Germany

Thanasis Anapolitanos, Greece 

Franck Simon, Haiti

Thomas Mathew, India

Shahriar Khateri, Iran 

Lisa Clark, Italy

Jorge Nuñez Alba, Mexico

Benedict Winnubst, Netherlands 

Bert Sweerts, Netherlands

Meybol Damaris, Nicaragua

Stine Rodmyr, Norway 

Ursula Gelis, Norway 

Lizett Vasquez, Peru 

Amadou Coly Gomis, Senegal

Meit Krakau, Sweden

Samil Yalciner, Turkey

Peter Burt, UK 

George Farebrother, UK

Marcia Campos, USA

Melvin Hardy, USA

Harvey Zendt, USA

Former staff and volunteers

Benjamin Kölz, Communications Intern 
Volunteer
Jana Nábožná, Communications EVS 
Volunteer
Cristal Ntchantchou, Communications 
EVS Volunteer

With support of:


